SERMON ON EXODUS 20:1-2 by Rev. Theodore Pitcairn
October 24, 1948

"And God spake all these words, saying, I am Jehovah
thy God, who brought thee forth out of the land of
Egypt, out of the hquse of servants,™

The contents of the twentieth chapter of Exodus, which
contains the Ten Cormmandments, is eiven in the Arcana Coe-
lestia as follows: "In this chanter the subjiect treated
of in the internal sense is the Divine True things which
are to be implanted in the good with those who are of the
Lord's Spiritual Church, Tihe Ten Commandments of the Dec-
alogue denote these trues, The dommandments concerning
sacrifices, and concerning the alter, which follow in this
chapter denote the external trues which are of worshin,®

(A.C. 8859).

The eighteenth and nineteenth chanters of Exodus treat
of the ordering of the mind by Divine Good from first to
last, =and the preperation for the reception of Divine True
from the Lord out of hesven in good, with those who are of
the spiritual Church. This hes been the subject of our
doctrinal classes, These Divine True things which are now
to be imnlanted are the Ten Commandments in their internsl
sense, Until there is pood ground in which the Ten Commsnd
ments in their internsal gense can be implanted, the essencs
of the Ten Commandments cannot be given to the Sniritusl
Church, It is evident that the good here spoken of is not
thielogediiotn i e iwhilch s "out tof " living acecording o the
Ten Commandments in their internal sense, for nrior to the
giving of the Commandments in their internal sense, such
good is not possible., What then is the good, in vhich the
internsl sense of the Commencéments is to be implanted?

This good is express
thie words of peownle: ™Al
dioill SBExa Gl Eh

ed in the nineteenth chapter by
1 thet JTehovah hath spoken we will

The good in this sState involves a desire and longing
for a new life according tc the new trues contained in the
Ten Commendments, Such a desire and such e longing can
only come from a mnercention that the life we are now in is
not truly life, an¢ that we therefore need the trues of
eternal lifTe if we are not to spiritually die. This alone
is the good ground which cen receive the true things which
are to be revealed., All the preceeding chanters of Exodus,
all the temptetions described are for the sake of prenaring
this good ground,

As long as the old 1life rules in men, and as long as
the old life is felt by man as real life, and therefore asg
delightful he does not as vet have in him the sood, which
can receive the intermal sense of the Ten Commandments, It
ig only after man hes heen led throush temptations even to
despair that the old life ceeses to have 2 hold.on man end
he comes to long for a new life. When this desire or long-
ing has become sufficiently strong The Divine True of the
internal sense of the Decalogue can be received in this
cood,
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Such a state i3 described in The Word Exwnlained IV
(7986) as follows: "Thus seid Jehovah, Keen ve judgment,
and do justice: Tfor My salvstion is near to come, and My
Justice to be revealed., (Ig. 56:1) That they should nre-
pare themselves for the Advent of God Messish., To keep
judgment and duo justice means to live as though expecting
God Messiah at any moment, =nd this, as in resmnect to the
first Advent so to the Second; because it is near, and soo:
Messiah will come who is Selvation and also Justice, Bles-
sed is the men thet hath done this, and the Son of man
that layeth hold on it. (Is.56:2). Blessed is he who so
prepares himself that he hss the Advent of God Messish
continually in his hesrt.F©

This recalls the Words of the Lord: “Take ve heed
watch and pray; for ve know not when the time ig
Watch ye therefore; for ye know not when the Mas:
the hous cometh,s....Le38t coming suddenly he fi
sleeping. And what I say unto yvou, I cav unto al

( Mark 13. D/"B?)

And God speke all these Words, saving:" As we read
in the first chapter of John the Lord is the Word, particu
larly is He the words of the Ten Commandments, when ag to
their internsl end external senses they are written on the
heart. This is the Word hy which all thines were made tha-
were made, for it is by the Lord as the Divine Good end
the Divine True thance thet all eternal things are created
and preserved, If the Commendments are not written on the
heart there is nothing essential or substontial in man,
such a man is therefore like a sheotor or ghost having no
substential reality.
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"The Words which God spake," we read: "are meant trues
Divine for those in heaven ond those on earth......But in
the heavens they do not sound as they do on earth, for in
thie heavens they arte In g sSpiritusl form, bubt on earth dn
a natural form." (A.C. 2862).

In the internsl men there must be a 1life according
to the spiritual understsnding of the true Wlich are callec
the trues of faith, ~nd in the external man there must be
a life according to naturel understanding of trues which
are trues of the civil state which relates to wvhat is just,
and elso trues of the moresl state which relate to what is
reputable, The forier of these form man's heaven the
latter his earth. When man keens the Commandments as to
their internal and externnl sense the words of the Lord's
prayer are fulfillea, "Thy will be done; as in heawven
S0 upon the earth."”

%I am Jehoveh thy God.™ We read that this siegnifies
"The Divine Humen universsally reigning in each and all
things of the good and the True," (A.C., 886L).
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The first and ruling things in the Commendments is
the love that the Divine Human of the Lord should rule
in each and all thinss of the food of our love, and thenco
in our affections; and in all things of the ‘trues of our
intelligence and thence in our thoughts; and from these
in all things of our life, Unless the Divine Human of
the Lord is nresent in our willing, thinking and doing,
we do not keep the commsndments from the Teords ihut Eromn
ourselves; snd in keepins the commendments from ourselves
thiere is no salvation,

These are truths which we have all hesrd, but do we
feel them?

What do we know about what is universally ruling or
regnant in our lives? How can we tell?

Tivone will refllect: it ds self evident thab the Di=
vine Human of the Lord does not universally rule in most
of our loves, our thoughts and our asctions, And vet when
the Lord does not universally rule in our loves, our
thoughts, and our actions, we are not living but are
spiritually dead., But how can a man know what his loves
are, and what is universally regnant with him?

Man can know his loves by reflecting on his delights
and sorrows. That which gives man the grestest joy, de-
light snd pleasure is what universally reigns in men., What
gives most men the most joy and delight, is gaining the
things of their hearts desire, which for the most part
are possession, position, success, natural abilities,
friends, or pleasure, TFor these, men work and sacrifice,
and in these men delight when they have gained them. But
it is obvious that such ends have in them the love of self
end the world and not love into the Lord and charity to-
wards the neighbor. The sign that a man is commencing to
have good ground in which the true thines of faith csn be
implented is that the delight in such things have begun
to weaken, and man no loneer looks on such delights as .
the delight of 1life; A man may even love the Church,
sand long for its growth, end increase in numbers, and in
spiritual knowledges, and their delight, and still do so
from the love of self and the world, that is because it
is his church; he may love the Word because it makes him
intelligent, and a-pesrs to flatter him as s memher of
the church; he way even apnear to love the Lord hecause
he believes He is going to save him and introduce hin
into heaven,; anc yet self and not the Divine Humen of the
Lord may be ruling in him,

When a man begins to perceive that there is no life,
no permansnt happiness in the jovs and delichts which are
not from the 7ood and true in which the Divine Fuman of
the Lord universally reigns, he is at first made sad; and
he hegins to long with 51l his hesrt for genuine life in
which the Lord cen universally ruls, Ie therefore longs
feorsthevrue vhingstwhich wililioivel him such a ddfelh 1S
our greatest sorrow, the sorrow that the Lord does not uni
versally reign in the good  &and true in so meny of the
states of our life.
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It may be remorked, that, while it is at times Aiffi-
cult to know when the Lord is ruling in the good and true
with man, it is not difficult to know when the Lord's Di.-
vine Humen is not ruling, If a man will reflect on his
affections, his thoughts, his words end his actions, it
1s very obvious that for the most nart the Divine Human
of the Loxrd is not present inthem. ILet a man Telatiisalic 5 ohi
his business life, his socisl life, end his family 1life,

and this is only too clear, :

This does not mean thet we are to consciously think
of the Lord and charity towards the neighbour =11 t he time.
During the day men must think of many thines, yet the Di-
vine Humen should be silently regnent, when he consciously
thinks of the Lord, and when he does not,

Nor does this mean that & man should he overly solemn,
For when the Divine Human is regnant with men he is in joy
and gladness, end in the delicht of love towards the neigh-
bor, and when in such delights even the pleasures of the
body serve in inhansing them.

What is the Divine Human of the Lord meant by Jehovah
our God, which is to universslly rule in each and all thing
of the gocod and the True with us? The Divine Humesn is a
word with which many of us are familiar from childhood, but
what do we understend by it? The Divine Human can never
truly be seen and known, except out of that with man vhich
corresponds to the Divine Human of the Lord, That with
man which corresponds to the Divine Humen is that vhich
is bhorn agein when man is regenersted, Man, ‘like the T,ord,
has two humens, the hereditary humsn which cannot be re-
generated, and the human imnlanted by remains of love and
faith which can be regenerated, These two humans annear
to man to be confused and mired together,

In the state in wMich men is to bhe regenerated, the
humen from remains of love and faith implanted by t he ILord
ig, as it were, bound, imprisoned, hungry, thirsty, en-
slaved, as the Children of Iecrael were enslaved in Eeypt.
While the humen from heredity amnears free and powerful,

Regeneration consists in permitting the Lord to free
the human implanted by remains, and to subjugate the humen
which a man has from heredity., The freeing of the human
implanted by remsins is done by the Lord alone, and in the
brocess of saving it, of freeing it, it receives an entirel:
new life from the Lord, yea it becomes the TLord's; the Lord
adopts 1t as a son or daughter. It is only when a man has
been so redeemed by the Lord that one can know, and perceivs
what is truly humen, and distinguish the truly human from
the apparently humsn, or from what the world calls human,
yea from what we from ourselves call humsn, Until we have
come to recognize whet is genuinely humen in the things of
life, and to distinguish them from what merely anpears as
human, we do not know what the human is; and when we speak
about the Divine Human of the Lord, it is mere words, for
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we oannot see the Divine Humen of the Lord when we do not
even know whet the genuine humen of man is. And when we
call thut human Wﬂl(ﬂ is not humen, how can the Divine
Humen be universally repnsnt with nan. Man can never know
the Lord until he has been freed by the Lord from the dark
ness of the old life, therefore our text continues “Who
brought thee foth out of the Land of Egypt, out of the
house of gervants,

The land of Hgypt represents the natural mind, snd in
particular, the scientifica of the Word and the Church in
the naturol mind, here, the things in the naturzl mind
which heve been perverted and in which, therefore, the
hells are present., These things ars mresent because man
has read the Word from his unregenerate natural affections,
that is from his hereditary and confirmed inclinations.
Nﬁen & man reads the Word in this menner, he sees it in

the light of the world and not in the llght of heaven.

The children of Israel who were in bondage in Eeyvpt
represent the genuine humen remeins, These rem:ins were
formed from resding the Word in simple states in which ther
Was innocence, In the stete represented by the Children
of Israel in HEgypt these remains have come into bondace
to the things of the Word end of the Church seen merely
in the light of the World, out of men's proprisl affec-
tions.,

Man 1is freed from this state by the Divine True of the
Word and of Doctrine represented by Moses, and Aaron, or
such 1s the appearance., Now the reality is vevealed namely
“"T am Jehovah thy God who brought thee out of the land of
Egypt out of the house of ueYanto.” That is it wasg the
Lord Himself as to His Divine Love, represented by Jehovah,
in the Divine True of the Word, rehresenued by our God,
Who, liherated us Trom slaverv to the falsified uhlngq
of the Word and the Church, in the natural mind; thus it
is the Lord alone Who liberates wman from hell, The man
who 1s liberated is the remsins, or the truly human thinp 5
which were first implanted in 1m01e states of innocence
but which are now chenged and hccomu entirely new due uO
the internal light of the Word, which is given to man by
the Lord in this stete., We hrVE said man has twc humens,
one of these humens, the human which & man has from hereéd-
ity and from the world, is called the humen by the world
and by the men of the Church, prior to regeneration, this
human is nob truly humen, for it is not very unlike things
which are with snimals, Even when a man forms his icdeas
from the Word, seen in the light of the world, out of his
natursl affections, he is not in what is truly human, ond
he who 1s not in what is truly humsn can never see, or
have a true idees of the Divine Human of the Lord.

Let anyvone reflect and examine his thoughts and he
can see how strong is his tendency to rezd the Word and
the Doctrine of the Church out of his natural affectism,
and in such a way as to confirm his natursl affections.



7

Exodus 20:1-2 (G

Man can only be saoved from this by being elevated into

the rational in which the immost of the humen commences,

We are told that the rational must be regenerated first

and from this the natursl, and that the rationsl can be
regenerated with less difficulty than the natural., = This
leaving of the o0ld natursl, and its affections of all kinds,
is strongly resisted by the unrecenerated mind, The Egyp-~
Tiens resist with all their might, the letting of the
children of Israel go, In the same way the natural mind,
with 1ts affections and scientifics, resist nowerfully

any attempt of the genuine humen remains to elevate them-
selves into the retional. Nor can a man possibly do this
from himself. At first it arpears as if this is done by
the Divine True of the Word and of Doctrine renresented

by Moses and Aaron, but finally it is revealed that it is
done by the Lord Himself in the Word, and 1s done by the
Lord's Divine Love, through His Divine Wisdom, as represen-
ted by the words of our text: %I am Jehovah thy God, who
brought thee cut of the land of Egypt out of the house of
servants,"”

When the Lord elevates man out of the natursal into
the genuine rational he for the first time seces what the
human really is, osnd thst what he had called the humen,
was not human, and that what he had called humen life was
not life, When a man csn sec wWhat a life genuinely humen
from the Lord is, he can for the first time genuinely ack-
nowledge the Divine Humsn of the Lord; and come to acknow-
ledge that all life which 1s truly humen is solely out of
the Divine Human of the Lord; snd thus that the Lord's
Divine Humen must he in each eand all things of the good
and the true with him, and thence in &ll things of his af-
fections, his thoughts, his speech, and his actions, and
that in se far as the Lord 1s net present in these things
man is not in whet is truly human. When a man begins to
acknowledge this from the heart then the Lord es to His
Divine Human begins to universally reign in each snd all
things of the good and the true and thence in sll of man's
life, and man, begins to love that this should be so.

Then man for the Tirst time believes from the heart
the words of the Lord, "And Jesus came and spake unto themn,
saying, All power is given unto Me in heaven and earth,”
(Matt.28:18) That is all power in the retional, and in
the natural mind; for we read; “The rational of man is
his heaven; ana the natursl 1s relatively his earth; T or
the raticnsl constitutes the internel man; and the natural
e coabie lmmoRlis e (A S EIS a6

Amen
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Lesson: A.C,



