SERMON ON EXODUS 20:4 by Rev., Theodore Pitcairn
November 21, 1948

"Thou shalt not male unto thee a graven image, nor
any likeness of that which is in the heavens above,
or that which is in the land beneath, or that which
is in the waters under the land,”

We read: "I am Jehovah thy God, signifies the Lord
as to the Divine Human universally reigning in all and
single things of the good and the truej...... There shall
not be to thee other gods before My faces, - signifies that
trues must not be thought of from elsewhere than out of the
Lomds i theul shielic St mﬂke unto thee a sculptured image,
signifiec not out of proprial intelligence.”™ (A.C, ?u63)

The first of the Commandments and that which must rule
through out is the desire that the Divine Humsn of the Lord
should reign in all and in each single thing of the good
and true, thet is din sll and every sSingle thing of the af-
fection and thoughts of men, The first thineg therefore to
be shunned is, thinking from elsewhere then out of the I @EC
and as thinking from el ewhere than out of the Lord is nec-
essarily out of propri ial 1ntel_1g@nce the second command
flst el shuns thinlsinesteon s sielis 1ntelllpencp To think trues
from no other source than out of the Lord, means that & man
must think what ig true from no other source thaen out of
the Word, for the Lord is the Word; and, in the New Church,
hartloulﬂlly the thinking of the true must be out of the
Third Testement,

And yvet a man may read much in the Third Testament and
still think from his proprisl intelligence and not out of
the Lord, It all denends how men reads the Word, If a man
believes, as is the case, that his own loves, his affec-
tiomns, his own WHtPlllgeDCe and thoughts are folse and in
disorder; then he looks to the Lord and reads the Word in
order that his loves, and thoughts may be changed and
brought into the oroer of heaven., On the other hand, if a
men trusts in his own loves and affections, which ﬁopear
to him to be good, and in his thoughts and 1ntelligence
which apnears to be true; then when he reads the Word, he
only confirms the things of his own intelligence, and he
even does this by appearanceswhich he Tfinds in the Word.
With such a man or with 2 man in such a state, the Lord
does not reign, but self, for he thinks of trues from else-
where than from the Lord; and in fact he thinks of them
out of his propriasl intelligence.

Tet us not deceive ourselves, wherever we look we see
gods being held before the faces of The Lord, and.every
where we behold the making of graven imeges, This is not
so serious if it is done in a simple or gentile like state,
in which there is something of innocence; but when it is
done out of a pride, which is hard, and which stands 1n the
way of instruotlon PO renepuenoe fhen it becomes serious
indeed, How strong is the tendency either from pride or
indifference to not permit the Lord to change our form of
nind or our thinking, when we read the Word,
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We read: "That which is out of the intellectual
provnrium is signified by a sculpture (or graven image),
that which is out of the voluntary nproprium by e molten
image. To have either the one or the other for a good, or
to adore it, is to love above all things, that which pro-
ceeds from self." (A,C. 8869).

A molten imege refers to the things of the will, bhe-
cause it is made by heat, @ sculptured imege to the things
of the undeistsnding, becdause made by an iron tool, Becaus:
the gpiritual Church is heing treated of, in-the old Testa:
ment, only the sculptured imege is mentioned, although,
we are told in the Arcans Coelestia, that both are includ-
ed, The reason, however, that the emphasis is placed on
the sculptured imege is that in the spiritual Church, the
nrimary thing to bhe shunned is the things which proceed
from the »ride of ones own intelligence, If a men of the
spiritual Church shuns the things of the »nride of his own
intelligence he can also shun the imagination of his wi 11,

i )

ing and feeling, is to adore that which proceeds from self
In this case instead of nermitting the Divine Humen of the
Lord to reign in all and in every single thing, self rules
in all and every single thing of ones affections and
thoughts; and this, no matter how much one may appear to
others, and even to oneself, to love the Lord and the
neighbor,

To love abhove 211 else ones own ideas, ones own think

We read further that: "They who do this entirely dis-
believe that any thing of intelligence and wisdom flows
in from the Divine, for they attribute all things to them-
selves; every thing else that haprens to them they ascribe
either to Tartune or to chence, They totally deny the
Divine Providence in such things.®  (A.C, 8869).,

Such a man does not anppear to deny the Word, for he
interprets the Word in accordance with his own intelli-
gence, thus he makes it fovor himself and his own idess.
But he does NOT permit the influx of the Lord into his
ideas when reading the Word, but trusts to his own intelli.
gence to give him an understending of the Word, Such we
are told totally denyv the Divine Providence; yet they do
not seem to deny the Divine Providence, for they often,
more than others, say thet every thing which hsnnens is
in the Divine Providence. What they deny is the essence
of the Divine Providence, for thc essence of the Divine
Providence is the influx of the Divine T.ove and Wisdom,
by which the mind is totally changed, and the former ideas
thoughts and affections are cast out, and a new mind,
which ean, to sternity, live in heaven, is given., One
who loves and trusts in his own ideas, thoughts and affec-
tions, opposes the Divine Providecnce, that is, he onnoses
those things which come to him from the internal of the
Word and from the genuine Doctrine of the Church; he
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opposes @ll that does not sgree with his own idees; and,

as he opposes the means of the Divine Providence for chang-
ing him from a form of hell into a form of heaven, in
heart he totally denies the Divine Providence.

The number continues: ™"They supprose that 1f there
is anything of the Divine Being present, it is in the or-
der of nature, to which they ascribe all things, They do
indeed say with their lips thet some Creator God has im-
pressed such things upon neture; but still in their heart
they deny any God above nature.......Such are they who
from the heart attribute everything to themselves and theilr
own prudence and intelligence, and nothing to the Divine.”
Such a one, when in such a state, supposes that the Lord
has established ones own intelligence accordine to the
order of nature, and he therefore ascribes all things to
his own intelligence and trusts in this,; as if it had been
given to him by the Lord., What they deny is the true of
the Lord which is above the apnarent order of their natural
intelligence, and they disbelieve that the Lora operates
according to His Divine Providence to take away the intel-
ligence which is not from proprisl intelligence, but 1is
from a new order, - an order which is quite contrary to
what appears like order to one who trusts in his own in-
telligence., Let us eagerly desire that we may come to
helieve in, and to enter into this stream of Providence,
in which we cen be carried in the opposite direction from
that of our own ideas and Cesires; when we 6o this, we
for the first time, really believe in the Divine Provi-
dence.

"Nor any similitude, That this signifies a simili-
tude of those things which are from the Divine is evident
from the significetion of likeness as being a similitude,”
(O B870)

A similitude or likeness is anything which appears
externally as if it were from the Divine, thus as being
good and btrue, but which is internally evil and false
because from self and for the sake of self; thus 1t sig-
nifies hypocracies and deceits. It is to he noted that
very few are aware of their hypocracy and deceit; for in
deceiving others they at the same time deceive themselves.
Thus there are those who work for the Lord and for the
establishment of the Church, sand sre quite unaware that
they are doing this from self love and for the sake of
themselves, for they make no deep seated exeminations in-
to their motives, which therefore lie hidden to themselves
as well as to others, Such identify the good of the
Church with their own good; and whet is good for them-
selves they think is pood for the Church, for they look
upon themselves @8 being sood end see no reason for re-
nentence., All such make similitudes or likenesses of
that which is from the Divine, end such similitudes are
very deceptive, Such similitudes are like cerved images
heving no life, but they often ampear to have more life
then the genuine things which are from the Fordissforatie
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love of gelf gives them an apparent animation and wormth,
that appears to excell the genuine wermth and life of good
and true things which are from the Lord.

0f that which is in the heavens above, or that which
is in the lsnd beneath. That this signifies those things
which are in spiritual light, or of those things which
e inEn ek el R A E R S )RS

The thinss which ere in the heavens ahove are the
sun, moon and stars. The sun represents love into the
Lord the moon charity towards the neighbor, and the stars
the oognlblonu of faith or doetrinals,

Particularly the warning 1s egeinst making doctrine
from the Word, which eppears to have in it the love into
the Lord, love towards the neighhor, and to be full of the
cobnition% of faith, If man does not come into a holy
fear and humiliation hefore the Lord, all his understand-
ing of the Word, all doctrine thet he draws thence has
self hidden within, To overcome this love of self is a
lifetime struggle, involvine the most severe temntetions.
If a man is being regenerated, he is at times elevated
into the light of heaven =nd 1s eiven to see genuine thing
hut arcain ond again pride enters and draws him down; and
the removal of nride is a lons nrocess, involving the
change of his whole 1life, The man who is being regenera-
ted is given spiritual gifts little by little, and he is
often wlUN('d into derkness and kept there for a long
time in the merciful Providence of the Lord, in order
that his pride may be broken, and he can be brought to
an enduring humility,

It may bte noted that the evil as well as the good,
when thincs do not succeed, but are turned into miseries,
come into humilitv, But the humility of the evil disap-
nears as soon as the triels ere over, and success comes.,
While the good are finally brought into s humility which
endures, Because the food cen be regenerated, but in -
this day with difficulty, they often are kept in the
appearance of having little success throughout 1life, While
the evil often an-near Lo have more success, because the
humility which failure would induce on them would have
no real value,

The likeness of that which 1s in the land benesth,
refers to likeness of animsls, birds, =2nd creening things.
Birds and animals refer to the naturael affections, birds
to the affections of the intellectual, animasle to the
alfections of the naturnl voluntary; such thines are in
natural light, 2nd bear relation to civil and moral goods.
Netural 1life demends on civil and moral good; that is the
goodg which are provided for by civil law and by custom.
Genuine civil lew and genuine custom, like those things
which are in spirituel light, 2130 have their origin from
the Divine Human of t'ie Lord, Such things however only
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remain good 1f uhev serve the sniritual., - How easy it is
to set up ideals of the civil state, of the moral life,
customs - of the family and soclety, as if thev were from
the Divine of the Lord and to love uhem ahove all elligien
which is to worship them, Such thHUQ often anpear gnod
and beautiful when yet self is in them end not the Divine
Humen of the Lord Nothing of law or custom, of femily
or social trb01blon; is living unless it has ’descended from
the interiors of the Word snd continuously looks to the
Word, Often there are civil things, political nEdncinlie sy
Tamily and social customs 2nd tradltlons which are greatly
loved Hnd which originally hed their origin in the Word
or in remains from the Primitive or from the Ancient Church
but whlch have lost their sniritusl life and have become
idols thet are worshipned, end which are made to glorify
ones own country, ones ovn f1nlly and thus ones self,
Look at any country, any society, or sny family, end do
we not see such Jdolatrwcs' that is 1dea]s Mhlch glorify
ones ovm, In fact we may say that it is such idolatries
in the world, and often in the Church, which alone hold
together nations, societies and families., Indeed making
a likeness of things which are in the land beneath and
worshipping them 1is a universal custom that we have the
greatest need to repent of, if we are not to have other
gods before the fdces of Jehovah, that is 1f we are not
to think of trues from elsewhere than from the Lord, As
long as we hold such ideals, such laws and customs, as the
most essential thing, we think truths from our proprium
and not from the Lord,

"Or of that which is in the waters under the lend,
That this signifies such things are in the sensual cor-
poreal......To the sensual cornoresl bear relation those
scientifics which arise most immedistely from the experi-
ence of the externsl senses end also their delights., With
the good these scientifics end their deliehts are good be-
cause they are anplied to poods; but i7ith the evil they
are evil because they are applied to evils,”™ (A,C, 8872).

The things of the gensual corporesl are on the onc
hend all knowledges thet come by way of the S enses, thus
all scientificg, and on the other hand they are all things
of the nleusur,u which come to man by the external senses,
thus they include &all thinegs of the arts and of the enjoy-
ment of naturc. If one adores such things as being the
primary things of life, which he loves, he mskes carved
images which he worshins, Scientifics, in the more inter-
nal sense of The word, refers to all things of the Word
and the Doctrine of the Church which heve come immediately
from the senses, that is, by direct cognizonce, and in
which the Lord as to His Divine Humen does not universally
seEEL L AL Siblella 501ewu1f10“ and doctrinals erc viewed
from self intelligence and are nothing but idols



Exodus 20:L 6=

It can be seen thet the first commondment which is ir
the internal sense, that the Lord as to His Divine Human
is to universslly wewgn in all and every single thing of
the good and the true, and that He liverates from hell or
from the pronrium, that trues are not to he thought of
from elsewhere than out of His Divine Human, thus not
from self intelligence, and that man is not to make an
appesrance or semblance of that which is from the Divine:
is the same as the first Commandment which the Iord gave,
namely: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, with all thv soul, end with ull thy strength and
with all thy mind,

The first commandment of the Decalogue has in it a
great call to repentence, a call to leave everything to
come into obedience to this cormmand, As we ere told,
this commandment must universally reign in all the com-
mandments that follow, thus in all things of life., If
this commandment is not the ”irqt thing in all Man's life
then the keeping of all the other cormandments, thus ell
things of life, have self as their center and not the
Eordsy

Philstreguires a grea® change of lifie, 't must bhe
seen that all things of a naturel end perscnal love of
the Lord, all things of the doctrinsls of the Church, all
things of moral aend civil life, all things of science,
and the arts, =11 things of the country, of the family,
of married life, are false and of no value and 1mnortence
unless one learnb to think of the trues from no where
else than out of the Divine Human of the Lord, snd that
a man only does lhl when he shuns his self 1nLelliaanoe.
Every one would improve this and cheénge that, in his own
life, and the lives of others; but it only leads from bad
to worse if a man does not shun thinking from his own in-

telligence and out of his own afrections, and does not
come to think the true out of no where el e than from the
Divine Human of the Lord, :

To think the truve out of no where else then out of
the Divine Humen of the Lord, is to think of the true out
of no where else than out of the Word of the Lord seen in
the light of heaven, for the Lord is the light of heaven.

Vihere ever we look do we not see; both outside of
the Church end inside of the Church, men thinkine the true
out or their own intelli cnece and Women thinking the true
out of' their own loves? Untll these things are repented

of, the Church cannot commence, for the Loréd cannot he
nresent wlhere there are other dods before Mis faces,
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Lessons: Deut.h:1h-40; John 7:1-24; A.C. 88758



