SERMON ON EZODUS .20:5,6 by Rev. Theodore Pitcsiwi:
Movember 28, 19i8

iiThou shelt net bow dewn SHel them, ner Sekve bierns

for I Jdehovah thy God am a 7ea10us Ged, Visitlng
the iniquity of the fatvhers, upon the Ghidredst =08

upon the fourths of them that hate Me: AJC doing
' madl ceen

mercy to thousands of them that love Me
My Commandments,”

When the Lord &s to the Divine Human does nobt utni-
versally reign in the gf£ood and truec with man, he wor-
ships otlicr godss the reason of this is that when the
Lord doecs not reign then proprial intelligence rsipgns,
and then man does not think the true from the Lord Tut
freom-himself: vand i what: i @#xem self, i3 from evil, thaus
From kel

The commencement of the first Commandment is in the

affirmative, I am Jechovah thy God, signifying the Lord
as to ris Dlvine Human unjvgrgully reigning., Fut man
cannot cause the Lord to reign universally with him,
this belongs to the Lord alone, all man cen do is to
shun, as if of himself, the evils and falsities which
prevent the Lord universelly rveignineg. The nrimary

evil is thinking the true from some other source t ha
fremsive i endsim s Jo raand ot man shuns this wnen
he shuns his propriesl inteclligence,

It may appear strenge that the first commend, which
must reign unlvorsolWV in all the commendments, is the
commnanc¢ not to think t rues from elsewhere than the Di-
vine Human of thu Lord, Tor it would anpear to man
thet there were many other evils that are more imnortant
end which have to be shurned first. And vet if this
evil is not looked upon es the most importent end is
not shunned first, all other keening of the Ten Command -
ments is in vein, This is the true order 2nd any hreak-
ing of this order leads to all disorder, no metter how
orderly a man's life may be in snpearance, 5

is is that man from himself can

The reason for .
1 of evil, and therefore can never

h

never see the essecntia

shun it, He can indeed from hlS own intelligence sce the
appearance of evil and shun these, but as he does this
from self and not from the Lorc¢, evil and not good 1s

alonl Jolai (] “nnmrfﬂt shunning of ¢vil, Wherefore 1f he does
not shun thinking the tlue from his own intelligence in
orcer that the Loxd in His Word may universally reign in
the good and true with him, therc is no commencement of
regenecration.

To shun cnes own, or proprial, intelligence in or-
- + 4 S nls tle ~ n ‘ e 6] 4
der not to think the true from elsewherce than out of the
Divine Human of the Lovd is a great work requiring much
time, and hard struggles, for the love of ones pronrial
intelligence is very strong, end powerfully resists such
a removal, If a men will nray to the Lord and examine
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himself, he will observe how stubborn his love of his
own intelligence is, =nd how when he annears to have
shunned it, it comes bheaclk many meny times. The proprium
of man tends to turn man from this primary strugrle to
the shunninﬁ of other evils, @#nd if men lets himsslf

so turned; the root of all evll remains, no mestter how
he mey wnnedr GeWperRee g S llistie S8eine this root springs
up into more interior, and worse evils, although these
latter evils are often more hidden. In the letter of
the 01d Testament, not to heve other gods before the
faces of Jehovah, not to meske a graven imege ané a like-
ness, not to bow down, an¢ serve them, is 2 commend a-
gainst a thing which would obviously destroy all sniritual
life. But in the internsl sense, namely; To think the
true from elsewhere than out of the D1v1ne Humen of the
Loré, thue to think trues from ones ovn intelligence,
¢oes not annear so serious; end yet it is more serious,
more destructive than the idolatry expressed in the
letter of the first of the Ten Commandments.

If ve reslize the greamlt importance of this we will
realize the great immnortance of reading regularly, and
mediteting on the Word; for if one does not read and
meditate on the Word he necessarily thinks trues Trom
his own intelligence &nd not from the Divine Humen of

the Lord,

But it involves more then
the Word, for a men can slso ndé meditate on t he
Word from his pronrial intelligence, It involves reedi ng
and meditating on the Word, with a great humilietion of
self; a rending end medits tjnp on the Word with & broken
heaft and contrite spirit, If a man does not regularly
reaC the Word with such & broken heart ané contrite
spirit then he bows down @nd serves other gods other
1dols that is other things which he sets un ag ide eals;
Ioeﬁls of doctrinal things, idesls of church llie of
soclal life, ideals of fo?llv end merried 1ife, ideals
of polltlcs, ldeals of art and science, of philosonhy,
even ideals of natural =nd therefore of & mersonzl love
of the Lord =2ll1 of which ideals are from hig own intelli-
gence. Such ideels are therefore sculvntured imsges and,
as they are according to the desires of his own heart they
are also molten imsges. Do we not see such idolatry
every where both with ourselves and with others., Tntil
such idolatry is shunned, the shunning of the evils spoken
of in the otber Cmeaﬂdneﬁts is in vain; for if one does
not shun ones own intellisence and onss own will one
thinks out of prorrisl intelligence, ané, if one thinks
out of hronrldl 1ntelllgpnce about ev1] vhich are tobe
shunned, one shuns them from self; snd thus self and hell
is in the very shurnning of evil,

n reading and mediteting on
read dnd
1¢
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"For I Jehovah thy God am a zealous God." This sig-
nifies the Lord's love and mercy, end thence His Divine
will to reign universally in all =nd every single thing
of the good &nd true with men, thus, in everything of
man's affection and thought. And on the other hand how
this love, mercy, and will on the part of the Lord, ap-
pears as enger and nunishment, thus as some thing evil
anad false, to those who are Jn evil. Tor the Lord comes
to man to take awgy anperent life and to give real life
but to the man who turns his beck to the Lord, this tak
ing sway of his s»parent 1life annesrs like a d stroying
of life, as if the Lord were jealous eand did not wish
man to have his own life, and as if the Lord nunished him
for desiring to have his own life., To the evil it there-
fore anpears thet Lhe Lord wished man to worshin the
Lord because the Lord was jealous from self love and from
the desire of being worshiped’ end loved, And such an ap-
peerance is in the letter of the 01d Testament on account
of the evil state of the Jews through whom the 01d Testa-
ment was given. :

Human zealousness or jealousy is out of the love of
self, and has in it the love of self; human jealousy
demands love, because it wishes to he loved from the love
of self, and, if it does not receive love ¢nd honor, it
becomes ngrv and punishes those who do not glve it’ love
and of this with every mesns in its nower, Tt is occord—
ing to this appeerance of human zZeal or jealouvsy that the
letter of the 01d Testament is written, but in the in-
ternel sense it is the onnosite: for 1n the Lord there
is no love of self, no demand tﬂut men love the Lord for
the Lord's sske, no anger oi nunishment on the part of
the Lord if man does not love Mim; not even any command
that the man should love the Lord in the e"oernal meaning
of the word cormand. The reason of this ig thet the Lord
from His love desires to gently leasd him in freedom, snd
Fe does not desire any love which is not freely given from
love. MNor does the Lord desire man's love Tfor His own
sake, but for the sake of man =2nd in order that he may
bless man.

Thus the Lord does not desire to rule in all and
every thing of the good and true with man for His own sake
but in order that man mav receive Divine bles »wnps, and
if men turns away From the Lord to the things of his own
intelligencsz and his own loves, the JTord's love and mercy
still goes Fforth to him to LIWQP him back if possible,
and if not possible to give nim every thing that is mnos-
sible in the stete that he is in,

The Lord's love is g love of nrotection, but as the

evil rush in to destroy those things which the Lord wills

to protect they bring evil unon th lemsgiellivies Sawibh Gt sl tor =

ments, and they then attribute their DUHlShmPHuH 2né tor-
ments to the Lord.,
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"Wisiting the iniquity of the fathers upon t he sons,
upon the thirds and the fourths. That this oighifies the
consequent nroliification of felsity from evil. (A.C,
8876) . That thinking trues from ones own intelligence has
such consequences, tl?t it leads to an ever -increasing
mass of falsity out of pride, is hard to believe, for 1t
is difficult for a men to conceive how he can thwp% th
true apart from his nronrial i intellirence, and he may be
aware of the fact that his own intelli pence nplays a nrom-
inent nart in all his thinking. How then is he to think
of the true from no otﬁﬂr source than out of the DlVlne
Humen of the Lord? How is the Divine Fuman to rule uni-
versally in all and everv single thHEQ Such a teaching

at first brings a man into obocurltv rather than into
light. And the way to light in reéard to this matter is
long and strait; and yet he must go in this way; for if
he does not ts ke this way, not only sare 19191tﬂes from
evil multiplied in hlmselF bt they are hereditsrily
passed on to children,

"Upon the thirds and upon the fourths. That this
51gn1f1es in a long series end the conjuncdtion of then,
is evident from the signification of three ag being what
is full from beginning to end, thus whst is in e long
series, and from four as 1e1ng conjunctior, in like manner
=il o) M A (ol b877).

When s men thinks from his pronrjal intelligence, not
only are falsities incressed in a long series, hut Lhey
also gupport one another, and thus gain strenath and
take on & great persu981ve apnearance of b01ng true.

"Of them that hate Me. Thet this- signifies who ab-
solutely reject the Divine of the Lord, is evidéent from
the 81gn1flootlon of them that hate Cod as being those
who are in evil and thence in falsity, IOT these are they
who reject the Divine of the 1/ehieEl “nd 50 fer as they are
inievil fandiithicnce in Balisityiiise far chey not only reject
it, but also hold it in hatfed That it is the Divine of
the Lord which they regect is because they who are in

EhLIL Rk taloly “alial @EIEERRR e lTﬂht but in natural lieht, and
finally in sensual ll{ht vhich 1s from the hodwlv From
this lWQh they cannot nos 3ibly see the humen of the Lord

S

otherwise then as human, for they cannot herceive what
the Divine fuman i because they have an idea a2bout the
Disvine Tzt ds uttcrlv enpty and worthless,® (A.C.8878).

If a man trusts in his proprial intelligence, if he
does not renent of and shun his own intelligence, FHO Al
he does not desire to think the true from no Hhele else
than out of the Divine Humen of the hord s hiellSRR i ailbilhy:
led to this eno tn 't he hates the Lord, no matter how much
he may think that he loves IBGiksiet v UL e plains why in the
New Church, so called So-few love the Lord for men cling
to their own 1ntelllgenoe their own unoelst nﬁlpg, and
are not willins to give it up in order to receive & new
intelligence and new understending and Tinally a new will
from the Lord.
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"And doing mercy unto thousands. That this signi-
fies the good and the true unto them perpetually, is
evident from the signification of mercy, as heing the in-
flux of the good and the true from the Lord and conse-
guent spiritual life, which is given by regeneration,
for the Lord out of mercyv gives such things, which are
of eternal life and happiness, and from the significetion
of a thousand, as being very much, and when it is said
of the Divine Mercy, as being npernetually,™ (A,0.8879).

If a man gives up the old life, of his own intelli-
gence and will, the Lord from His mercy gives man genuine
intelligence which is full of goods &and trues with their
delights which increase immensely, and in each, of the
good and true things, the Lord is nresent 2né gives them
life, and this nerpetually out of His love and mercy.

If man only hed faith in the Lord how gladly he would
give up the things of hig own intelligence an¢ his own
will to receive this blessing. But the sad thing is
that faith is so little and so weak.

"Of those that love Me., That this signifies who
receive the good of love,.......for they who love the
Lord do not love out of themselves, but from the Lord,
for all the good inflows from Him, and those love who
desist from evil, for evil stands in the way &nd rejects
the influx of good from the Lord. Wherefore when evil
has been removed, good is received, which is continuelly
present and endeavors to enter.” (A,C. 8880)

Man by nature and habit is indeed willing to love
the Lord from himself, but suech love has self .in it, and
is therefore later turned into hatred. The genuine love,
is love from the Lord into the Lord, but such love, is
not possible until man's own or his wnroprial intelligence
and his own love have been shunned; for the proprial
will end the proprial understanding cen never receive love
from the Lord, and can therefore never genuinely love
the Lord, for the Lord can only dwell in His own with-
man.,

"And keep My Commandments. That this signifies who
receive the trues of faith, That to keep these is to
receive, is hecause in order that the t rues which are
called the tyues of faith may be of faith and may be liv-
ing with a man, these algo flow in from the Lord., They
are indeed learned by the man, and are stored up in the
menory, but as long as a man does not will them, end con-
sequently does not do them, they do not become 1living.
But when they are brought forth from the memory, and are
insinuated through the intellectual into the will, that
is through the thought into the affections, and thence
into act, they then become living, and are trues of faith.
This is effected by the Lord when the men desists from
et L - N o) S BEiEl)
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As long as the Commendments remain external com-
mands and a wman obsys them from fear, thev are only in
the externsl, In this stste the Lord is es it were out
side of man, But when man shuns his pronrial intelli-
gence and will, then the Commendments inflow from the
Lorc¢ as the trues of faith. The Lord is then nresent
with man continually in His True which is e¢iven contin-
ually. Man then Goes not obey them as external cormands
from natural fear, but he obeys the true of faith from
the holy fear of love that 1s from the holv fear lest
he mig ht act contrary to the Lord, or contrary to the
goot and true which he loves, and Which he fears might
be injured,

Never-the-less in t he first states, when man hes
not as vet come to love the 200G and Lﬂe true with all
his heart, end therefore cannot act out of a holy fea
of doing h lm.to the true of feith; he must ohey the
Oommcnomenus as external and blnolng commands which he
fears to break., If a men is not first int he externzl
fear of breaking the commandments, he csn never come
to the genuine true of faith, which he can love, and
which he obeys out of the holy love of feasr lest the
good and true of the Lord be injured,

The end or purpose of the first of the Cormanéments
is that the Lord may do mercy unon thousands of them
that love Him @nd k=ep His Commandmepts that is, that
the good and true is given to them berhetuallv wno are
willing to receive the g od of love and the trhes of
faith, enc¢ thus all blessinss;: the Lord's love and mercy
operates howerfully with every one to this end, provided
man trusts in the Lord, asnd cooperates with Hlm.

Give us O Lord faith and a willing heart.
AMEN

Readings: i[i A6l 53]
TS John 6:1~1L
JRETE A.C, 8878-80



