SERMON CI7 EXIODUS 20:7 - by Rev. Theodore Pitcairn
December 3, 1948

"Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God
in veain,”

We read: "Thou shslt not tele the name of Jehovsh
thy God in vain. That this signifies profansetion and
blasvhemings of the true and good of faith, is evident
from the signification of the name of God, as being all
in the complex by which the Lord is worshiped, thus all
the true and good of feith; and from the signification
of toking in vain, as being to profane and blesnheme,

By teking the name of God in vain is properly to turn
the true into evil, that is to believe that it is truse,
and nevertheless to live in evil; and it also is to turn
good into falsity, that is, to live holily, end vet not
to believe., Both are profanationg, for believing is of
the understanding, and living is of the will; »nd there-
fore those who believe otherwise than they live, the
thought end will are divided,”™ (A,C. 8882).

In the Arcane Coelestia the first command, "I am
Jehovah Thy CGod, Thou shalt have no other cods before
My faces™; and the second cormmandment, “Thou shalt not
take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain®, sre placed
together in the same naragreph, These two commandments
are most closely conjoined snd cannot be sepereted, Un-
less the first commandment is received with the will or
with the understending, the second commandment cannot be
seen as to its essential significance.

The first commandment, a2s we heve repestedly stated,
is to acknowledge and believe that the Lord as to His
Divine Human reigns universally in all =nd every single
thing of the good and the true, thet He liberates man from
hell that is from his proprium; that trues must not be
thought of from elsewhere than from the Lord, thus not
from »roprial intelligence., When the great importance
of this command is realized end uncderstood; if it is seen
that this commsndment is the most important thing in -
man's life; then there is for the first time the danger
of breaking the second comm=ndment, that is of nrofaning
and blasvheming of the true and gsood of faith, The res-
son why man cannot profane and blaspheme the true and
good of faith, before the Ffirst commondment is realizal
@8 to 1ts great importence, is because prior to the in-
ternal acceptance of the first commandment men is not
in the true and good of faith, and therefore cannot pro -
fane or blaspheme it, Previously he indeed knew the-
trues of faith; but with him, they were not of Taith,
but of the memory, and of thought thence,

When man has however accented the first commendment
as the most important thing of his life, then immediately
there arises the danger of the most grievous of all sins,
namely thet the things of the spirit mey be nrofaned. :
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This profanﬁtion anct blasphemy consists in receiving
the things of the first commandment either with the und er-
stending, and not with the will, or of receiving them
with the will andé not with the understanding. Thset is
of receiving the true of-the first commandimment in the
understanding, and of turning it into evil, by remeins
in the old wiil, thus in the old life. Or of receiving
1t in the will, ond thence wishing immedistely to lead .
a holy iife, while the olad UHdeLSbCQ‘;JQ remains end there
dsiitlienefore ine il awaine heliilcf an: the understanding.

These ere not abstract metters that only lishtly
touch man's life. They are the most essential of all
things, for it is ounly by obeving the second commandmaqt
that one is preserved from the wont of all the lalEALILES S S
the hell of the profaners; of which the Lord said: "It
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this age, ner v
that which is to come.® ( Matt 12:32) Let us therefore
give all our mind to the understending of this command-

ment.

The first danger, memely thet of receiving the snirit
of the Ten Commﬂndmenus e\gellv with the unders tdnala@,
and yet not receiving them in the will thus not in the
essential 1life is more obvious.

’

The second danger, namely of receiving the spirit
of the Ten Commandments in the will and thus of leading
a holy life, while not receiving them with the under-

St“ufln£ is less obvious, for such a one appears to re-
ceive them with the Unoerstending, but it is the old
uvnderstanding., Every one who enters into the interiors
of the Word is faced with one or the other of these tvwo
grest deangers.

All mey Dbe divided into two classes; on one sgide
those who sre in the one denger =2nd on Lae other sice
those who 2re in the other denger anG there are =180
those who alternate hetween the tiro, This might be il-
lustreted in vaerious weys, but the simplest way to illus-
trate it is in the difference hetween men =nd woman Ffor
in general, men 2re nalLWCVI("Wv in the first denger
end women wn the second; for with marn the understsnding
tends to dominate, ”hllu vith woman the will t ends to
dominate

Thﬂt *here is the denger with men of reoeiving the -

stencing and not in the W11¢,
e 0uvwous thet women tend
the Yioxd 1W their will snd
tnus in thewr lvfe end not in their understanding, thst
is they ere not willing to receive o new understanding
may be less obvious,
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> has entered into the interior
trues of faith dir nis mind to the hﬂ“,{q of the
will thus vo the ugﬂﬁt- e sRe e ARSI eI o o elcihiar
his salvaetion there., Although his BSSeuElal strugale
should be in the uhlngs of iis unc¢erstending; thet is in
the overcoming the pride of his own intelligence, fou
this 1s the center of his life. A man is not S0 averse
To chenging his life o8 he is to changing his understend-
ing; for his understancing is his masculine pride;- and
to in up his old uncerstanding is to cive un his life,
Laving once glven up his olé understandine, he must in-
deed give up the things of his old will, thuse he nust
chenge his 1ife; but > glving up the old understending,
Clgiei S Sl e NI Gle o b 1ntelllrehce iz in a wav with
him the nost bitter strugple.

Curiously a

3]

On the other hand a2 women cen in apnearance more
readily give un the things of her understendine, for she
has not such 2 »nride in the things of her und

oerﬂtapfﬂnr

provided she does not have to give up the things of her
will, thst i1s, of her loves; a woman in appesrance-is
willing to give up the things of her understending, but,
if the 0ld loves the old will remeins, this is only an

anpearance, for the will still rvles hiddenly in the
understandln@.

("\

to #ive un the nri
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e of
to receive the true of
1,

faith in the re “" rmed Uno r%tu néine, he comes into a
kind of obedience to the first comna ﬂcment viich intro -
duces him into snirituel 1life, but if bhls is not fol-
lowed by @& giving un of the old will, thus of coming
into & new 1life, then the trves of faith which he has

@
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received hecome nrof:ined, The word nrofaned, os to its
rootu, meang before snd thus outside of the temnle,
Vhen the holy things of the temnle aret aken outside
into the world they become nrofaned, When the tiues

of faith, are teken into the life of the 0ld will, thus
into & life in which the Lord's Divine Humen does not
reign they become profsned.

With e women vhen she hears the interior trues of
faith, efter a mild strusgle, she ept ©to ccent them
.
ne e

g
in anpesrance, -né then wisne@ immediately to cheuge the
life, tha®t 1s to come into a holy life: yet such a LAl
such & wishing to bring things iLElGiGGGJY into life is
of the old will, for the true order iz that the retiomel
must be reseneratved first, and thence the natural, In
order thst the rational mav he regeneratsad J*Tst 1t
must be sepersted Prom the neturel snd a2l 3

3 2 = hu}

tions in wioh it hags heen ww_eT;ec- 2nd sovch
tion and suc egeneravion tak 2 ,
in an orderly wav without h"“*e. It is onlwy

retions)l has been serercted from the natural, and
look down unon ﬁt, ag being of & Ciscreetlv lower O@ﬁTQu,
that the true nsture of the nstural can he seen, #nd csn
thence be regeners te from the regenerated retional,

With this process the womsn is apt to be imnetient;
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she asks for life, thaot is for naturcl life immediately
while if such life were given immediztely it would be a
holy life without =ny genuine belief, Tor the genuine s
belief is oi the regenersted retional, Suech & holy life

is therefore profene,

In continvation of number 8882 with which this
Sermon commenced we read:

"But as the will continually flows into the under-
standing, for the understanding is the Fform of the will,
that is, thke will menifests itself there in lieht; there-
fore it is thet vhen e men believes in one way and lives
in enother, the true and evil, or the good end felsity,
are conjoined thus those things thet are of heaven with
man are conjoined with those which are of hell,

It may here be noted that with both men end women
"the will continually flows into the understanding, for
the understending is the form of the will,¥ But that
with the men the old will has its »rimery seat in the
pride of his own intelligence, while the »rimary seat
of the will of the woman is in her natursl and psrsonal
affectiong, Therefore “the nrimery struggle of the man
must be to give un the o0ld will which resides in the
nride of his own intelligence, end he must not let the
external things of life divert him from this Nrimary

strugzle until it hes been wong

On the other hand the geat of the 0ld will oFf the
women is in natural snd nersonal things, anc the »rimsry
strusgle of the womsn is to give un this will in order
thet she may be brought under the order of the rationel
of the Church, ©Nor must the women let her mind he di-
verted from the primery strusgle with her own will in
the natural ané¢ personal tlings of her life, anc¢ the
bringing of these into submission, by striving to come
into an indenendent seeing of what is true.

If a men hes overcome the pride of his own intelli-
gence, thus the nrimery »nride of his life, he can come
into @ wisdom of life down into the netursl, DBut if he
centers his mind on the things of nesturel life, before
he hes overcome the pride of his own intellizence, and
has thus commencad the regzneration of the rationsl mind,
he comes into only =n eamparent order of 1life which is
essentielly a Toolish order of life.

When a woman overcomes the old will in reletion to
her natural end nersonsl loves, and has broueht these
into submission to the rationel of the Church she comes
into a marvellous perception of the true; but if she has
not first given up her will, and brought it into stub-
mission, she still may heve the anpezrance of what seems
like percentions of the tEnes s SN ter ol vt g e
foolishness, interiorly seen it is nothing but excuses
for not giving up her old will in relstion to the things
of her netural and personsl life,
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The Tirst great danger is that a men should enter
into the function of a woman and be primerily concerned
with naturesl things snd that & woman should@ enter into
the function of & men and nrimarily concern herself with
retlional things. It is true that the end of a msn must
be the good of life, but it must be the end which a
regenerated rational looks to; end it is also true thst
& woman should look as an end to the affection ané mner-
ception of the true, but this must be the result of a
regenerated natural. A msn vho looks to the good of
life apert from the regeneration of the rationel is not
truly a men. And s woman who looks to the t rue, anart
from the regeneration of the naturzl is not truly a
woman,

It is also true that if a man having become rationsl
does not look to the wisdom of life, and a life thence,
ceases to be a man and loses his rational. And & women
having been regenersted as to her natursl affections; if
she coes not desire the mperception of the true, ceases
to be 2 women. The whole question is one of order, that
1s, as to what comes first, for if what should come first
comes second, and vise versa, nothing but confusion can
result,

In general it may be observed that there are two
kinds of disorders with men and two kinds with women .,

The first class of disorder on the part of men, is
with those who look directly to natural life, and who
are unwilling to recognize the necessity that the ra-
tional must be repenerated Tirst, before there cen he a
regeneration of the natural. The second class of men
are those who look to the regeneration of the rational,
but do not enter seriously into an ectusl change of life,
Such may make much of the doctrine of life end charity,
ipd even develop it, but there is no actusal cheange of

ife.

The first closs of women sre those who would enter
into the judgement of the true which properly belongs
to man, such appear intellectual, although the intellec-
tuael things with them in reality have their origin in
their will, The second class are those who are concerned
with the things of life, znd & verception of the things
of life and ere not concerned with theoreticel things,
and are not willing to submit themselves to the retional
of the Church,

Sometimes the men snd the women alternate between
these omposite stetes or are in 2 mixture of them,

n

The genuine stete of the Church is 'hen the man of
the Church from the love of becoming wise, and thus from
the love of & genuine life, shuns the things of his om

7
intelligence, and permits his rational to be reecenersted

dn

(.
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by the genuine trues of fzith out of the Word, and from

thig, looks to dlize according to the trues of faith.
1C where the vomen shuns the things of her ovn will,

L its affection, and loves in oxder to live Tl

e
2“:

e trues
of the Church in ‘QU noturael life @nd thence come into
the nerception of the true., Then the First two Cormend-
ments zre kept and the Church commences its instaurstion.
he Loxd has gilven the Commencdments; He wlso gives the
nower and means of keeping them. ILet us therefore be-
lieve that the Lord as to His DlVlne Humean can reign
in all »nd each single thing of the gool end true with
us; thet Fe can liherste us from the proprium, thus from
the power of hell, so that we think the true from no
where elsge thrn from Him; thus not from our proprial
intellisence; that we, from His love, can racsive the
£00G of love ané the true of feith., Let us believe
thet we con receive these thinss with both the will end
understancding united, an¢ can thus shun the nrofening
and u1“S“h°mlﬂt of the true ~né gool of i ch Fe
i ] #znd do these thinss then the
the Decalogsus are kent,
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