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(Second se
"Thou ghelt not take the neme of Jehovah thy Cod
in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guiltlees
who taleth his name in vsin,®

e read: "By taking the name of Tehovah thy Goé in
vain is vpronerly signified to turn the true into evil;
that is to believe that it 1s true, and nevertheless to
liwveet dine evidy and At Sas el gol tolurns evil S inGey hieiailises
that is to live holilv, and yet not believe,” (A.C,8882;.

In-the celestial Church the essentisl ig in the will
and the love of the will is love into the Lord, while its
external is mutusl love, In the sriritual Church, the
internal is faith in the thingg of the Lord, and Charity
which 1s formed in such a faith.

The first in time with the swnirituel Church 1s faith
in the trues of faith, These trues are the Divine trues
by which s man 1s reformed and regenerabed, such trues anc
the good of these trues are in the rational mind.

In the natural mind the humen with its loves resides
This humen, in & likeness of the Lord, consists of two
humans, the human - hich cen be regenerated and the human
which cennot be regenerated, These two humnans aprear as
if thev were mixed tocether end at first cannot be dis-
tinpuished by wman, Regeneraticn consists in the senara-
tion of these two humesns, and when genareted the subiuga-
tion of the one snd the conjunction of the other with the
Divine trues. The whole life of regenerstion consists in
thig, and 13 a long process.

T.et us illustreste: IEvesryvone to besin with loves
others; & msn who did not love others would be utterly
inhuman. This love of others is however a very mixed
thing, end during regenevetion two kinds of love have to
be separsted. The merely nersonal love of oblers TS
he removed and subjugstcd, while the esenuine love of
others must he separ Goand conjoined with the: trues of
faith and thus becore ¢enuine charity, - which is celled
ihilelooods o e bt {TA SCHE2 007N

When the love of gthers is sepsrated from the natural
love of cnes Tellow man anéd is conjolned with the trues
of faith, it is elevated out of the neiural and becomes
spiritusl charity. We read: “Regerded in itself charity
is e spiritual affection; but charity slone i3 a neturdl
affection;; for charity itself, which (is/ s spiritusliafifes
tion, is formed throush trues from the Word,: end in pro-
portion s it is Fformed through them 1t is spiritual; but
charity slone, which is a n tursl affection, is not Fformer
from any trues from the Word; but it comes rerth with man.
from the hearing of presching without his attending to
the trues Thus cherity alone is devoid of Ffaith.,” (A.D.
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Charity itself which is a spiritual affection look:
to what 1s eternal and never to temporal things except
in sc fe1r as they serve eternnl sends, Thus spiritual
cherity alwayvs lookz to the saolvation of souls and thus
to the Loxrd's kingdom. We read: ' Charity is the affec-
tion of doing what is good to our neighhor Ffor the sake
of God, salvation, and eternal life.,”™ (A.R. 387). And
again: “They who are solely in the doctrine of faith know
of nothing being charity towesrds the neighbor, excent
giving to others, and pitving everv one; for they say
every one is the neighbor without distinction; when yet
charity is 2ll good whatever with man, in his affection,
LndiiistmenllSigndeibi eneewingnid sl dertandibhefned olihemiie
all the pood in others by which he is alfected, conse-
quently is all who are in good; and this with every dis-
tinetion, TFor example he is in charity and mercy who ex-
ercises justice and judement nunishineg the evil and re-
wearding the good, In punisghing the evil there is charity
for he 1s thus carried along by zeal to emend him and at
the same time to protect others. Lest evil gshould come
o fphemEREome blhia T s ou T clew USRI @ iaD ) e

It would not anpear to the naturel man that the
doctrine of faith alone involves, giving to others with-
out distinction, and pityving every one, while the doctrinr
of charith inveclves the exercise of justice and judement
Ineludinetpunishmenty and iyet it 18 Tile,

We read further: "Those, who are by navure com-
passionete, and do not malie their netural compassion
spiritual by putting it in practice in accordance with
genuine charity, believe that charity consists in giving
o everypool snetson’ dendisrelieving fevery ‘oneswh ot st
want ,» without first inguiring whether the poor, or needy
person, is good or hsd; for they sav it is not necessary
for God regards only the 2id and the aims, But after
death these are clearly distinguished and set apart from
those who have done the henelicent works of charity from
prudence; for those vho heve ¢ them from thet blind
idea of charity, ther do good to the goot¢ and the bad a-
lilke, and; with ‘the eid of what isi done for them, ‘the
wicked do evil and thersby imjure the.good, Such bene-
factors are partly to blame for the injury done to the
good, TFor doing good to the evil iz like giving bresd
to the devil, which he turns into noison.”

Givinelto the evil in: the broader: natural sense, 4imn-
cludes the giving of sympethy, effection, friendship, all
of which, if given without prudence, is turned into evil
and strengthens the evil, It elso involves giving a posi
tion or occupation without prudence, How many churches
and kingdoms, heve heen harmed or destroyed by giving
positions, or occupations from natural affections to the
sons of leading ien or rulersg without nrudence,
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And the same 1s true of lescser femilies where sons

and daughters are given places in the femily which they
have not earned and do not daeserve,

It is indeed t rue that 1f a2 wayward son renents of
his waywardness it 1s right that the narents rejoice end
they should do what they con to turn him from his way-
wardness But as long as there is no sirn of repentences,
the pwrents must be nrudent in thelr relstion to the
children. It 1s a common thing in the world of spirits
where two of .one family or two intimate friends are bound
together hy a strong natural alTection, while one is good
and the other is evil that such can onlv be senarated wit:
great suffering by the one who 18 good beCdUSG he resists
the necessary separation,

In the spiritual sense, giving to the poor without
prudence, refers to giving spiritual goods and trues to
others without prudence, which the Lord calls, "casting
pearls before swine,"

Returning now to the text: "Thou shalt not take
the name of Jdehoveh thy God in vain," which signifies
oo believie ln: the trlel andliiveintevil Worito  Live

_holily and yet not believe,” we can see that this is

illustrategd in what we heve said ahove,

A1l who know the Letin Word and the Doctrine of
chnrity thence and yet act out of natural compassion
sand do not make thelr natural compassion sniritual by
putting it in practice in aocordunce viith genuine chariby.
that 1s with justice, judgment and prudence, live holily
but they do not believe,

On the other haené those who believe the trues and
vet live evilly are those vwho know the esgential laws
of repensration and vet do not live according to then,
As we hsve seen the csgentisl lsw of regeneration, is
that the humen wirich can be regenersted, must he separa-
ted from the humen whiich cennot be regenerated, it must b
elevated by means of the trues of faith, so that it be-
comes spiritual &nd io conjoined with the interior trues
of the Word, The danger is that in becoming ebsorbhed in
the wonderful lews of regeneration the love or cherity
itself becomes lost., In separating the mere human which
should be separated, from the human whieh should be re-
generated there is dangcer thet the genvina human mey be
lost elso, in which case men loses his spiritual, life,

Concerning such a man we vesd: TWhen the unclean
spirit hath gone ocut of g man, he goeth through dry
nlaces s celkinat tesb: i and rindeth nene, he ‘Hlth, 0 e
return into wy lhouse whence I ceme out, And if on com-
ing he findeth it swept and garnished he goeth away and
taketh seven other snirits werse than himself; and they
enter in snd dwell there; ¢n¢ the man's last cLlnps becom
worse thau the first,” (Luke 11:2L-26).
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going out, signifies the acknow-
ledgment of the f faith by which man is to belre-
Sgenerated, his being out ofythe hhouse signifies what e
leaves the things of his old will with 1ts loves to be
in the trues of faith. His going through dry hldoe

thet 1g hig being in a degert) signifies thet he lﬂcke
the genuine love, in the understanding by Which sniritual
LhL?”H could grow, His seeking rest and not finding it,
gignities that he finds no yuietness or neace in the

new trueg of faith he has come into, but instead he is
wearlied, for he lacks the love andé sctual desire to chang
his will and his life sSo that they may conform to the nev
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trues of fa2ith which he has acknowledeed,

The unclesn
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Thus being deprived of lifie e returns o his housed
that: is to his old will end-its loves, thus to a|life
contrary to the trues he has scknowledged, His finding
it swept and garnished, signifies that such s life is
delightful to him, and apnears good and true, because
the external evils have hecome internal, and their re-
maing a hypocritical anpearcnce oi the good ané the true
in ths -.terﬂaT He goeth WW(V and t keth seven other
gnirits wors han himself, - slgnifies a profane state
of 1ife in which the tiues of fait

th ere comingled with
the proprial will. “&nd the lagt things become worse
than the first," signifies that the stmme is Ter worse
thien 17 the man hed never acknowledeed the interior
trues of faith.

Taking the name of Jehoveh thy Cod in vain we are
also told is meant by the Words of the Lord:

"A1l sin and Dblasphemy shall be forgiven unto meng
but the blasphemy of the spirit shell not be forgiven
unto wmen.  If any one shall say a word ageinst the Son
of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but he who shall
sneak ageinst the Foly Spi it shall not be forgiven
him, neither in thig age that which s to comei
{Maibit . 123181324 The hiasphemy of the spirit which
shall not bhe Iorgwwum_ﬁh & life contrary to the inter-
for. things oft thedWord znd whe inveriekl: things fofWthe
trues of the' Church whi man has interiorly entered and
acknowledged in spirit. %A word agaeinst the Son of Man
which shell be forgiven" is a denial of & true.or a
doctrinal of the Church which e man does not see or ack-
nowledge, from various causes; thisg is forgiven a men
nrovided he acknowledges that the Word is the source of
all the Divine True in the Church, =nd desires to enter
into the spirit of the Word, ~nd¢ provided he acknowledger
bhat the Holy Spirit is from the Wordé in the Church.

From what has been seid in this series of sermons
it can now be seen that the internal 01a the Ten Cormend-
ments has been given Ffor the sake of the Lord's New
Church, which isg Nova "ierosolymea, The internsl obedi-
ence to the CONEHHGMHﬂtS was not nossible in the Christ-
ian Church, - was not possible btecause they did not
understand them, and uhe Sanle i Siieviensiteuer oftibhie
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General Church, for the sermons written on the Ten Com-
mendments in the Genersl Church clearly show that there
was no understanding of their internal sense in annli-
cation to the state of the INew Church itself., For ex-
ample 1f 2 man does not know the internal lews of re-
generation and does not helieve that these can be seen

in actual epplication to the lives of the members of the
Church., Thet 1s if he does not-helieve thet the states
of actual regencration can be known he is in no danger of
teking the nams of Jehoveh in vein, in the internsl sense
of the Word, for he does not know the trues and goods of
faith by thoh regeneration takes plece, and therefore
cannot proiuna them,

The interior trues of the Word are a great blessing,
for they open up possibilities that huVG never existed
in the history of the human race, but like every bless-
ing they involve a danger and the greater the b10551ﬂg
the greater the danger if the thinegs given are misused,

In the Providence of the Lord there has been given
to The Lord's IMew Church which is Nove Hierosolyma the
most nrecious gift ever given to the human race, but
with this gift goes the mnossibilitv of intcrnaTlV nro-~
Taning the nsme of the LOLQ, concerning which we read:
"For Jehovah will not hold him guiltless thet teketh
His neme in valin, That this signifies that these things
cannot be forgiven.” (A.C.8883)

Let us accept with 211 our hearts the great gift,
although we are aware of the great dangers involved; a
man who is unwilling to accept with al] his heart the
pricsless gift, because it involves grest dangers, has
nothing heroic in him and is of llttlc use,

If we view the Church from a humen standpoint it
anpears like a little handful of weak men end women,
and yvet we know from the Word thst the wellfare and sal-
vation of the human rcce depends upon the Lord's New
Church., At present we, in the Providence of the Lord
have been called to hc in the function of the Church
specific with 1ts greet resnonsibilities, and when the
Lord calls men to such a function He also gives the power
and: ability to fuliilid: the respons Wbl]ltV, provided men
will cooperetec as if of himself., It is true that the
Lord needs no particular groun of men and that 1f we
should fall He will waise up others who will not. faily
for we know for certain thet tho Lord will insta Urﬁte
His New Church. Nevertheless this does not take away
from the great responsibility thet hes boen conferred
upon us,
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When men are chosen for functions of ereat resronci-
bllity, if they are indifferent io the great resnonsi-
bllltv which has been conferrcd upon them, and Tail in
their task, they are held sevenfold guiltv. To illustrat
if these ﬁrv soldiers smnecia ally chosen to guard a king ,
if due to their negligence or indifference the king i3 a-

B¥ssinated thev are held more guilty then any one in the
kingdom, 0

Again, if a Tew soldiers are specially chosen and
sent to guard a narrow nass, the taﬁlnﬁ of which wonld
open the country to the inroads of the enemv, irf from
cowardliness or lack of diligence they let the snemy
pass, they cennot be forgiven,

The few members of the Lord's New Church have been
called and given a responsibility that is far grester
than that of eny king or ruler. How do we accept that
responsibility? Do wo eccept it with all our hearts,
with a serious sense of the responsihility essumed?

When ong accepts a high office such as s kingly office
.one necessarily gives up a merely personal fresdom, A
kine's words end deeds are never merely personal for they
affiect 'and influence all in the kinedom, If a king lovies
the function of his office he gives up his merely pri-
vate personal life, in so far ag such a life does not
serve the function of his exaltcd office, In the same
way, only more so, every genuine member of the lord's
Mew Church, must give up his merely nersonal private

life in so far as it does not serve the welfare of the
Church snd thus the welfare of the whole humen race.

A1l things of the life of the man of the Church are not
merely personal things, but affect the Church, and what
affects the Church affects the Church unlvorse], that is
the good in the whols humﬂn raee  TorthesChurchy sipeeimic
is the heart endé lungs of the Church universasl,

If a man or & woman 1s not willing to accepnt the
great responsibility thet HOG& with Dbeing & memboexr of
the specific Church, - The Lord's New Church which is
Nova Hierosolvma he is not & renuine member thereof,

If a man doas c pt the responsibility he reslizes that
he cannot put hlq heart in nanv things that others put
their hcart in, even in pood thinegs, for his dutics and
lOSpOHlellltlc% are too great and he cannot afford to
dispersc his energics. He must confine his energies to
these things involved in the responsibilitics he he
assumed. For example he cannot lee his encrgy upu
force to the external betterment and reforms of the
world, for his duty to the world is through the instaura-
tion of the Church and having assumed this responsibility
he cannot divide his energy; ond if he does, he does
both things badly.,
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A men indced must nerform his externa
in the world S]ﬂceluly and falithfully, hut
this he regards it as an external rnd neces
his snirituzl use.
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Viewed in another weav; talking the neme of the Lord
in vain is a dividing of the two great commandicnts:
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with al
thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself.™ (Luke 10:27) for
those who bhclicve the trues.of faith anpear to love the
Loxd; but if they do not actually love the neighbor they
live in evil., While thosc who live holily apnear to love
bheinedshbor, tbul @ theyedernotibel leve it et rtiogion
Tfaith, so that the trues of faith change theilr will and
understanding ond thence their whole life they do not
love the¢ Lord.,

AMEN
Rescings: I Lev, 26:1-21

IT Luke 22:31-L6
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