SERMON ON EXODUS 20:8 by Rev. Theodore Pitcairn
January 9, 1949 :

"Remember the Sabbeth day to keen it Holy."

We read concerning the two tables of the Decelogus:
"Unon one tahle were written the precepts of love into
the Lord, and upon the other table were written the pre-
cents of love towards the neighbor. The first three nre-
cents are those of love into the Lord, and the last six
are those of love towards the neighbor, while the fourth
precept, - which is honor thy father and thy mother, is
the mediating precept.” (A.Z.1026)

It is a law of the Word that the first thing said
contains the end, that is the end in view, while the last
thing said contains the fulfillment of the end, The
things which are in between are the mesns to the end,

The first thing said in the Ten Commsndments is:
T am Jehovah Thy God,.” which signifies the Lord as to
His Divine Human universally reigning in 211 and single
things of the good &nd true......, That the things which
proceed must reign in all thines which follow and thus
in a series as said above, is evident from everything
which the Lord spake,....... What is first therein is in-
most, and what succeeds in order adds itself to the in-
most and thus grows.” (A.C, 886.L)

The inmost end which comes first in the Decalogue
is that the Lord may universally reign in all and every
single thing of the good and true with man, but in order
that this may be fulfilled man must be regenerated, When
man has been regenerated he comes into peace or resie
which is the sabbath, and is the close of the table of
the Decalogue in relation to the Lord. The intermediates
are the six days of work or labor,

To remember the sabbath day to hallow it, is to re-
member the end, -~ that is, thet the.Lord ss to His Divine
Human may reign universally in all and single things of
the good and the true with man thus in His thoughts and
affections, We therefore read: "Remember. That this
signifies what is perpetually in thought, is evident from
the signification of remembering, when said of such a
thing as must not in any wise be forgotten, as being what
is perpetually in the thought, That is perpetually in
the thought which universally reigns there; and that uni-
versally reigns there which is perpetually in his thought.
even when he is meditating on other things, or is engaged
in business affairs." (A .C. 8885) Msn does not come in-
to the peace, the rest of the Sabbath until the Lord uni-
versally reigns in all and single things of the-good and
the true, thus of man's thoughts and affections, the six
days of labor are the means by which man is prepared for
such rest and peace,
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But what is involved in the Lord universally reigning,
is further revealed in whaet is seid about the sabbath, and
about rest, We read: "A rest, that this signifies a state
of peace when there is no temptation, is evident from the
signification of a rest such as there was on the dsyvs of
the sabbath, as being representative of peace, in which is
effected the conjunction of the good and the true. But
the six days of labor represented the combat, consequently
the temptations which proceed a state of peace, for after
temptations comes a state of peace, and then there is the
conjunction of the good and the true,

The reason the Sabbath was accounted most Holy, was,
that in the supreme sense, it represented the union of the
Divine and the Divine Human in the Lord; and in the rela-
tive sense the conjunction of the Divine Human of the Lord
with the humen race., Consequently the Sabbath was Most
Holy. And because it represented these things, it also
represented in Heaven the conjunction of the pood andé the
true which is called the celestisal marrisge. And as the
conjunction of the good ané the true is effected by the
Lord alone, and nothing of it by man, eand as it is effected
in a state of peace, therefore it was moot severely for-
bidden that man should then do any work.” (A.C. 849L-5)

Man to come to the Sahbath must pass thvoug six days
of labor or temptation, in which he acts out of the true,
in the appearance tﬁct dif. 19 . From himself, . These t@mnta—
tions grow more and more severe until he masses through a
state of despair in the sixth day, corresponding to the
crucifixion of the Lord, in which he is wi lling to give up
his own life, He is then given to perceive that 211 his
labors were really the labor of the Lord who sustained all
the temptation, and led him in the way, and with this per-
ception he is brought into a state of neece in which the
good and true are con301ned If however he takes merit in
the suffering of temptstions which he has nassed t hrough,
and forgets that the Lord alone has¢fought for him end en-
dured the temptations, he begins to labor again and thus
profanes the sabbath oav

Concerning "To keep it holy" we read: "That this sig-
nifies no violation in any manner,......in the internal
sense that those things which are signified by the Sabbath
are not to be violated in any menner, namely, the union of
the Divine Human of the Lord with Hls Human bssence also
the union of this with the heavens, and the consequent con--
junction in these of the good and the true; for if these
things are violated, spiritusl life Derlshes with man, and
becomes merely naturql and afterwards sensual; and then the
false is readily learned in place of the true, and the
evil in place of the good, for falsity and ev11 then uni-
versally reign with him." (A,C. 8887),
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If we consider these words we cennot help but te
astonished; for who hag considered the danger of viola-
ting, the Union of the Divine Bumen of the Lorxd with His
fuman HEssence, or cf violating the union of the Divine
Euman of the Lord with the heavens, and the conseguent
conjunctiion in these of the good ano the true, and that
with one who is puwltv or-this, -his SDlTltUdl life per-
ishes, and thus the spiritual uarriage is violated? Do
not such things annear immensely high and far removed
from us? And yet this is the Sabbath which we are com-
manded, to remember to keep it holy, or sanctify it.

Every one wishes for peace end for rest; but there
lb ‘1o genui Lne neace no gonulnp reSu until one ha come

man of the Lord, also the union of this with the heav-
ens and with the human race, and the conjunction of the
good and the true thence,

Any longing for e ace and rest without being in
these things, is described in Jeremish in these words:
"They have healed also the hurt of My people sl Lightly,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace,” (6:14).

While we may perceive that we are not in the peace
degcribed above, yvet we may remember the Sabbath day,
that is we may cont7nuallv hold it in view, and belleve
that it will be given by the Lord when we are prenared;
and in continuslly holding this in view there is 1ready
present the beginnings of peace in the internal man al-
though it may not as yet have descended into the external
man.

Concerning the words, "Six days shselt thou labor,
and do all thy work? we read "That this signifies the
combat which Dreceeds ané prepares for this marriage.’
(A.C, 8888)

&g "
The Sabbath day is the state of being in the Divine
Merriage, that is of being in the marrlage of the Divine
and the Divine Human of the Lord, and in the Divine Mar-
riage of the Lord with heaven and the human race, and
thence in the marriage of the Cood and the True; and what
is wonderful this internal mrrrlape must be in the mar-
riage of a husband and wife, in order thet love truly
conjugial with its peace ano rest, may be present. With
those who remain in natursl states married partners
often anpear to be in a kind of neace ant¢ a kind of
happiness, but this peace, &nd ha plneqs is not far re-
moved from similamr sbateq amnong enimals, If a man and
woman commence the process of sniritual repeneratlon there
is no genulne and ebiding peace and henniness until they
come into the union of the Divine and the Divine Fumsn
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of the Lord with the heavens and the human race and thenc
into the conjunction of the good and the true., From
this it can be seen of what greet importance this teach-
ing should be in the lives of every member of the Church,
end what great misery men and women fall into if they do
not keep this teocnwng perpetually in view,

Yet the subject itself, in the present state of the
Church, is necessarily in greut obscurity, and we can
only 1ndlcate certain generals; for eXamhle what are we
to understand by doing violence to the unlon of the Di-
vine and the Divine Human in the Lord? The Lord when
He was in the world completely glorified His Euman and
ascended into the Sun of heaven, far above anything that
can be touched by man or angel, Wherefore no man or an-
gel ‘ean touch angd ~still less v1olete the union of the
Divine and the Divine Human of the Lord as it is in it-
self, But man may violate the oorreShon01ng thing in
man, When the Lord is glorified in man, then man is in
the Sabbath which is not to be v1olqted in any menner;
he is then in a state described in the seventeenth chap—
ter of John as follows: "Father, the hour is come; Glo-
rify Thy Son, that Thy Son a]so may Glorify T‘lee,.....°
I have G1or1fled Thee on the earth,..... and now, O
Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine Own Self W1+h the
glory whlch I had with Thee before the world was., I
have menifested Thy Name unto them which Thou gavest
Me out of the World Thine they were, and Thou gavest
them Me, and they have kent Thv Uord....,.I pray for
them: I pray not for the world, but for them which Thou
hast given Me; for they are Thlne. And all Mine are
Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I am glo11f1ed in them.. s s
Sanctlfy them through Thy truth Thy Word is Truth,

As thou hast sent Me into the World, even so I have
sent them into the world, And for thelr sakes I sanctify
Myself, that they may also be sanctified through the
Truth.

o

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on Me through thelr word; That they
may all be one: as Thou, Father in Me, and I in=Thees
that they also may bhe one in Us: °....,And the glory vh1ch
Thou gavest Me I have given them: tbat‘they may be one
even as we are omne: I in them, and Thou in Me, that they
may be made nerfect in one.”

Here 1s given s wonderful descrintion of the sab-
bath day in man which is in no way to be violated and-
which is to be remembered or kent perpetually in mind,
first as an end in view, and later as an actuality, Ne
cannot now unfold these words of ithe Lord, bubt all can
have some feelwng of their significance, ﬁnd 2ll can
feel that this is & description of the Sabbﬂtq which is
ever to be remembered, and sanctified, and not to be
violated in any manner
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We have said thet the Lord when He made His first com-
ing in person glorified Fis Humen coné ascended into the Sun
of heaven,

The Lord when He mede His Second Coming in Swpirit, or
in Glory, also sssumed a Human in the Church which He g lori-
fied, and this glorification was also e purely Divine Vork,
The Lord's New Church Itself which is the result of this
glorification is indeed the Sabbath, but this agein is a
subject which is so hidden that we can say nothing further
about it at present,

The first signification of the Sabbeth is the glori~-
ficetion of the Lord that is the union of the Divine and
the Divine Fuman of the ILord, the second signification is
the conjunction of the Lord with His creatures,

In numbers 8495 and 8886 of the Arcena Coelestia a
description of the sabbeth is given, and this in nearly
the same words, with the noteble déifference that in the firs
number it speaks of, "The conjunction of the Divine Human
of the Lord with the Fuman race,” while in the second num-
ber it speaks of “The conjunction of the Divine Humen with
the heavens,"”

The first conjunction of the Lord is with the human
things which can be regenerated in the natural mind, the
second conjunction is with the things which are in the
spiritual and celestisl degrees of the mind, neither of
these conjunctions is to be violated in any merner, by doing
work, thet is by ascribing them to oneself or by meriting
in them, for if a man ascribes the things of the conjunc--
tion with the Lord to himself, and therefore merits in it,
he loses his spiritual life. What a strong tendency there
is to ascribe these things to oneself and¢ merit in them can
be realized by anyone who reflects end examins himself in
the light of the Word.

The third, in the series.of representatives of the
Sabbath day, is the conjunction of the good and the true
in heaven or the celestisal marriage, M=n is in the celes-
tial marrisge, when, by living according to the true and by
struggling as of himself in the six states of temptation,
he is nrepared for and finally brought to the marrisge of
the good and the true; love then berins to rule and takes
to itself the true as its bride.,  As the Lord alone is good
and is love, man then perceives that the Lord elone has
done the work of the six days and has endured the t emptation:
and has brought the man to a state of peace and rest, A
man is then given to merceive that the "as of itself life,”
is wholly of the Lord and not of man ané it is this percep-
tion that gives him the peace end rest of the Sabbath which
must not in any way be violated., To work on the Sabbath is
to deny in thought and in life this nerception,
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. Man before regeneration is in the love of himself
and of the world; he therefore cannot act from his loves
or he remeins in whet is evil and Pad sey . Tnithel First
state of regeneration he comes into the love of the true,
If he remains in the love of the true and lives out of
this love, he enters into combat with his own loves, As,
in the true there is not such perception as there is in
the good, it appears to him thet he wages this combat
from himself, and it must so aprear to him; and, because
he is in this appearance, and has no perception of the
Lord Who is present and fighting for him he labors. In
time, if he faithfully Obeys the trues of the Word and
the trues of the Church thence, and labors to combat his
own love of self and the world these loves are weakened ,
and a love of the good is formed in him which becones,
in time, like a second nature., When this love has been
established in him by the Lord, he begins to perceive the
presence of the Lord, and comes into a stste of mneace
or rest, that is into a sabbath; in this stete he acts
out of good from the Lord, and this good which is from
the Lord takes to itself its own true as a bride, with
out man's effort; wherefore we read: "And as the conjunc-
tion of the good and the true is effected by the Lord a-
lone, and nething of it by men, and es it is effected in
a state of peace, therefore it was most severely forbidden
that a man should do any work," (A.C,8495),

There are two dangers, one that a men should not
remember the sabbath day, that is thet one should not
keep it continually in mind as an end, The other that
we should try to enter the celestial marriage nercini-
tously from oneself without s full preparation., We are
told thet merriages which are entered into percipitously
without proper preperation soon burn themselves out, and
the same is true of the marriage of the good and the true,
The full state of preneration or the six days of labor,
consist in a patient living according to thas true of the
Word end the true of the Church end of the Word from .a
love of obedience to the true, whereby one over comes
ones own loves which are the loves of self and the world.
It is only when this state is completed that one is o e-
pared for the celestiasl merriage, and can come into t he
marriage of the good and the true in which the Lord, Who
is nresent in genuine good, reigns,

AMEN
Readings:
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