DOCTRINAL CLASS by Rev. Theodore Pitcairn
January I, 1950

"Thou shalt not commit adul tery, "

To understand tlis commandment, not to commit adultery, we must un-
derstand the origin of adultery, and in order to understand the origin of
adultery we must understand the nature of the marriage between husband and
wife,

or truth from good and good from truth; and that in those two there is in-
herent from creation an inclination to conjoin themselves into one, The
truth of good or truth frem good is masculine, or the good of truth or good
from that truth is the feminine. But this can be more distinctly compre=
hended if for good we say love, and for truth wisdom. Wisdom cannot exist
with men except by the love of growing wise, Wisdom from this love is
meant by truth from good," (C.L. 88).

"With the male the inmost is love and the clothing is wisdom, or he
is love veiled over with wisdom, in the female the inmost is that wisdom of
the male, and its clothing is love therefrom. But this is feminine love
and is given to the wife through the wiseom of the husband., That the fem-
inine is from the masculine, or the woman was taken from the man appears
in Genesis. Jehovah took one of the ribs of the man." etc, (C,L. 30).

In diagram I we see the order of Conjugial Love, In diagram IT the dis-
order leading to adultery,

When the man does not come into A the love of growing wise, he
still comes into a kind of understanding of the true, but an understanding,
which not having in it substance and life turns into the conceit of his own

intelligence., Such a man looks to truth or doctrine alone for his salva~-
tion, and he looks to his wife for the flattery of his understanding. But
the wife perceiving that there is nothing substantial in his understanding

does not flatter it, wherefore hig love instead of going forth to his wife
returns to himself and then he seeks love elsewhere, where he can find ‘the

Observe that if the man skips over the love of growing wise for the
sake of life, in the first state of marriage there is still apparent love,
but it is a love of his wife for the sake of himself and for the sake of
the flattery he receives in the first states of marriage,

In the woman her 4 is formed by the essence of her husband's wig-
dom. If the husband is not in the love of growing wise his understanding
lacks this essence of wisdom and the inmost of a woman cannot be formed
from it. But whether the husband has such wisdom or not, the wife may
still skip over her inmost which is wisdom, and seek conjugial love in B
but in this case there is no internal in her love of her husband, she then
seeks to bind her husband to the things of her love; she loves her husband
for the sake of her self and the love and admiration which he shows towards
her; and, because the husband feels the lack of the life of truth which is
the soul of a woman in her love, he cannot give her the love and admiration
which she demands, wherefore her love returns to herself, and then goes
elsewhere, where she receives the love and admiration which she craves,
When this internal disjunction takes place, then the woman accuses the man
of only caring for intellectual and doctrinal matters and of neglecting the
things of life and of love, and of over looking the natural, While the hus-
band accuses the wife of being in merely natural good, natural loves, and
of not seeing the importance of the true, and both are often right,
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We are told however that either the husband or the wife may be
spiritual while his or her partner may be merely natural, Thus the one
may be in the essentisl of Conjugial love and not the other. In this case
thie one who is spiritual, if a man, is dependent on the general life of
the Church, while the woman is dependent on the general wisdom of the
Church, as is the case also with those who are not married.

In the case of one being spiritual snd the other not, there is al-
ways a longing that the other one may also become spiritual, snd as far
as possible a working towards that end,

When there is a separation on the plane of B there may still con-
tinue some conjunction on the plane C and, as long as this continues,
there is hope for a chance of finding an interior conjunction, but if this
does not take place, finally the conjunction on the plane of C is severed
also. TWhen this conjunction is severed there is only conjunction on the
plane of D, that is a conjunction on the plane of all kinds of bodily
pleasures. This is a merely adulterous state, even when it does not go
forth into acts of ultimate adultery with others for various reasons., It
is a state in common with the hells where couples are compelled to live
together, by external restraints.

Conjugial love only exists where there is conjunction on the plane
of A B and C and is therefore scarcely known in the world, snd is
rare in the Church.

In the world if there is a conjunction on the plane of C and still
more if there is some conjunction on the plane of B, while the interior
plenes on which there is no conjunction, while not opened, still have not
been closed or perverted, there remains the possibility that they may be
introduced into Conjugial Love in the other life, But with the man of the
New Church the potential of Sonjugial Love is given, wherefore he and she
must enter it in this world, and if not, they will never enter it in the
life after death,

The best novels and plays of a romantic nature are on the plane of
C and even in the Church, most think of Conjugial Love as being on the
plane o g few, for the most part men, on the plane of B and scarcely
any one perceives that conjugial love is in its true seat in A ; and
then they wonder why marriages are not more happy than they are, and why
there is not a greater fulfillment of the promise of Conjugial Love.

The natural tendency of the mon is to place the emphasis on things
of the rational understanding of the Word, on Doctrine and on intellectual
things in general, he sees that the intellectual is essential for regener-
ation. BEven if he speeks often about the importance of the things of life
because this teaching is given in the Word, his will is apt to remain pri-
marily in his desire to understand. Thus he places the great importance
in B and neglects A, A man ought to have primary regard to A, that is
to the love of growing wise for the sake of 1ife. His understanding of
the true ought to be a means to an end end not the end itself. The under-
standing of the true ought to continually serve this end. A man does not
need to overly concern himself with the understanding of the true, for 4f
he is a normal man he is neturally in the desire to understamd the true,
What he needs to concern himself with, is, is he in the love of growing
wise? If he is in this love he will acquire an understanding of the true
for the sake of life.
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On the other hand a woman need not overly concern herself as to
whether she is in the things of love and of life, if she is a normal woman
she will be in the things of love and life, but these things will not have
2 soul, & genuine life unless her inmost is a form of the true. Her pri-
mary concern should be that her inmost becomes a form of the true. She in-
deed needs an understanding of the true, but this is not the primary need.,
The primary need is that she be in the affection of the true, indeed the
affection of the true of her husband; or if she has not a husband, or has
not a husband that is in the love of growing wise, then in the affection
of the general true of the Church; an affection which cause the immost sub-
stance and fibers of her being to become a form of the true. If the in-
most of the woman is a form of the true, she will then naturally be in the
things of love and life which now have in them a living soul,

In general men should think less about the understanding the true
and more about coming into the love of growing wise, while women should
think less about love and life, and more about becoming as to their immost
a form of the true. On this conjugial love depends with its celestial and
spiritual delights, Where the man regards the true of the understanding
as the essential and the woman regards the things, of what she calls life
and love, as the essential, conjugial love is not possitble,

We have spoken so far about the relation of man and woman, but there
is a corresponding relation between those of a spiritual and celestial
genius.

The Catholics for example place the all of importance of religion
in the things of life and love, and emphasise the importance of the natural;
they however neglect the things of internal truth and withhold them from
the people; their works therefore remain merely natural, meritorious, and
lack en internsl. A Cetholic therefore in order to come to any thing of
genuine life must take his attention avay from the things which he calls
life, charity, works and seek to have the true as his internal. If he be-
comes internally a form of the true he will readily come into the genuine
things of love, charity, works, but now from the Lord therefore not meri-
torious, '

On the other hand a Protestant who is in faith alone, must cease re-
garding the truths of his faith as the means of salvation, and seek for the
love of becoming wise, for the sake of life. If he gains this he will read-
1ly come into genuine truth.

All of us have either a Catholic or a Protestant tendency, and in-
stead of examining ourselves and shunning the ruling fault, if we have a
Protestant inclination, we emphasise more and more the importance of the
truths of faith and doctrine at the expense of life, if not openly, on
account of what is said in the Word and fear of the loss of reputation, yet
secretly in our hearts. While if we have a Catholic tendency we do the
same with charity and work which thereby become more and more external,
worldly and meritorious.

Let every one who in his heart looks to love, charity and works for
salvation, for the time being turn his mind avay from these things and seek
internal true for the refreshment of - Ris! sowl, . And.let every one who in
his heart looks for his salvaticn to the truths of faith and of doctrine,
turn his mind to the internal love of growing wise for the sake of life.




