ASSEMBLY STREON . by Rev. Theodore Pitcairn
November 6, 1949

"From the love of self springs contempt of others, in
comparison with self, then the derision and abuse of
them, afterwards enmity if they do not favor, and
finally the delight of hatred, the delight of revenge,
thus the delight of violence, nay of cruelty."

(A.C. 93L43)

Every one is born into the love of self; but this love does
not, at first, appear to man, and often not to others, in its
ugliness. It often hides under the appearance of love towards
others and even under the appearance of love into the Lord.

This love can only be discovered in its affects. The first

of these effects if the contempt of others in comparison with our-
selves, but even this evil, which is the most prevelent, seeks to
hide itself; it hides itself behind the love of things which are
ones own. Observe how men of all nationse despise other nations

in comparison with their own; how members of churches despise

other churches in comparison with their own; how one despises

other families in comparison with ones own family; how one despises
other professions in comparison with ones own profession, If one
is scientific, accute or learned how one despises those who are
not scientific, accute or learned. If one is artistic or sensitive
how one despises those who are not artistic or sensitive. If one
is sociable, and affable, how such a one despises those who are
not sociable or affable. If one is ZENerous ., ancd kindly, how such
2 one despises those who are less zenerous and kindly. 'If one is
- subtle in understanding, influencing or persuading others, how one
despises those who have not such talents. If one is quick at
grasping the things of the Word and doctrinals thence, cne despises
those who do this with difficulty. Every one finds things by means
of which he despises others in comparison with himself, and
from which he holds others, perticulerly those who do not agree
with himseif, in contempt. The eyil despise the good, either
thinking or callinzs them hypocrit{%&.

The contempt of others in comparison with self . is more in
evidence, and is of a more interior qualityswith those who cling
ardently to their church thsn with others. .

One who knows meny truths of faith can more clearly see the
evils and falsities of othersg than those who have not such truths,
but unless he is in humility he does not see his own evils and
felsities. Seeinz the evils and felsities of others he is in
greater contempt of others in comparison with himself than are
those who do not have truths of faith. The more truths of faith
one has, if the love of self is not shunned, the more the contempt
of others in comparison with self grows, until it despises 2ll in
the universe in comparison with oneself,

From the contempt of others there arises derision and zbuse
of them. Observe how much, so-called humor. has in it contempt
of others, - derision, ridicule, and mockery; observe the great
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delight felt in such derision and ridicule. Observe also the de-

lizht in the abuse of others, in criticising, and in speszking of

th;ir faults, especially in regard to those who do not favor our-
selves. Finsglly such an attitude breaks forth in an attitude of

enmity towards those who do not-favor ourselves, or our own.

Let any one observe his attitude towards those who are criti-
cal of him, or are critical of his family, his country, or his
church, and do not favor him, and see if a feeling .of enmity is
not present towards them. How few there are who are not delighted
when misfortune overtakes those who have been critical of them,
or their own and have manifested disfavor towards them,

Finally this enmity breaks forth as anger against those who
criticise and oppose them; or if it does not break forth on ac-
count of the fear of gaining a bad reputation or in some way harm-
ing oneself, still it burns within, and it is particularly strong
against those who one previously loved and who had previously
showered them with favors. Such hatred takes the form of revenge,
if not open revenge, still a hidden delight of revenge, which is
manifest in the delight one has in the misfortunes that befall
those who do not favor us, and such delights break forth as vio-
lence, fierceness and even cruelty or the desire to hurt and harm,
if not in this world, on account of appearances, it breaks out as
violence and cruelty in the life after death.

Most people think they love their neighbors, but most people
love their neighbors from themselves, and not from the Lord, and
to love the neighbor from self is to love oneself more than the
-neighbor, and such love immediately turns to hatred fierceness
and even cruelty when the neighbor does not favor, but opposes us.

We read: M"Love consists in this, that ones own should be
anothers; to feel the joy of another as joy in oneself, that is
loving, But to feel one's own joy in another and not the others
Jjoy in oneself is not loving; for this is loving self, while the
former is loving the neighbor. These two kinds of love are dia-
metrically opposed to each other. Either, it is true, conjoins;
and to love one's own, that is, oneself, in another does not seem
to divide; but it does so effectually divide that so far as any- ™
one has loved another in this manner so far he afterwards hates
him, For such comjunction is by its own action gradually loosened
and then, in like measure love is turned into hate." (D.L.W.L7)

Everyone desires to be loved, and ardently loves those who
love him, But if this is the ruling love it is really the love of
self and is turned into hatred, violence and even cruelty when the
other does not show the love they long to receive, and particularly
when they oppose their loves and thoughts, '

In all genuine love the ruling fear is always the fear of our
losing our love tcward the neighbor and never the fear of our neigh-
bor losing his love of us.
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Eere is the signs as to whether we keep in heart the second
of the great Commandments, = 1s our great fear the fear that we
may not be in a genuine love of the neighbor, or is our great fear
the fear that our neighbor may not love us sufficiently. If our
great fear is that the neighbor should not love us, our center is
in ourselves, and we have nothing in us that the neighbor can

truly love.

The love of self also consists in this, that we desire the
neighbor to love those things that we love and delight in, in-
stead of finding our delight in the delight of the neighbor in
the things that he loves.,

As we read: "Love consists in this, that its own should be
anothers; to feel the joy of another as joy in oneself that is
loving."

If one gives a gift to another, it may be given in two ways,
In the true giving the thought is solely the;iesire of the happi-
ness of the one who should receive it, As ones own happiness is
from the happiness of others there is no feeling of merit. In
the false giving, the gift is given with the desire to win the
love and favor of the one to whom it is given, for the ruling
desire is to ke loved and not first to love; wherefore, if the
recelver of the gift does not manifest the love and favor sought
for, love is gradually lost, and finally turned into hatred.
Gifts here refer not only to gifts of material things, but es-
pecially gifts of affections and thoughts with their delights.
Does one share ones affections, thoughts and delights with others,
primarily with the desire of being loved, or from a love of
others., Here is the great point, and the sign of the nature of
the love is, as to whether we are angered, irritated, or whether
our feelings are hurt when we do not receive as much love and
affection as we desire in return.

Again we give advice which we believe to be good and are
angered because our neighbor does not follow our advice, for we
love our own advice more than we love the freedom of our neighbor.

We think we love order, and try to insist that others come
into order, while such insist@ice, on coming into the order is
often nothing but the love of rule.

The Lord Who is Order Itself never compells order, but only
leads to order in freedom. While he permits punishments at times
which brings a certain ordering,this permission only goes as far
as is necessary to protect the good from evil. It is said the
Lord protects the freedom of man as a man protects the apple of
his eye, for it is better for a man to be in disorders, rather
than to lose his freedom.

Is our primary love the love of the freedom of our neighbor
or is it a desire to impose our will upon our neighbor, under the
appearance of bringing about order, and of helping them.
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We are so anxious to influence others to good, instead of
assisting others by giving them the means to good, - means, which
we desire that they may use or not use, or use in their own way
without any persuasion from ourselves.,

There is an orderly insinu&ation of good from love which is
indeed of great importance, but such insinuationg does not per-
suade or compel, but leaves the other free in his free choice and
in his own rationality. )

Every one should reflect on what delights him most; is it
praise for what he has done or said? praise of qualities that one
has, or praise of onds family and those who are dear to oneself?
or is it to see good and truth prevail, apart from oneself, and
oneés own? In so far as the former delight is seen to be the great-
est, so far one can know one is in the love of self. Again observe
what angers and irritates us most, what makes us most indignant?

Is it things which hurt our pride, is it a neglect of showing the
love and respect that we look for, either to ourselves or to those
dear to us? Or is it an indignation that what is unjust, unfair,
evil or false prevails apart from its affect upon ourselves and
our own. Are we more distressed to see a good and just man, fal-
sely accused, slandered or unjustly treated, than we are to feel
ourselves, falsely accused, slandered or unjustly treated. In
examining our reactions in these things we can observe how much
the love of self rules over the love of the neighbor; and the
teaching of the Word-can be seen to be true, that every man who
has not repented and shunned the love of self as a sin against
God, is in the love of self, no matter how kindly generous and
charitable he may appear.

No matter how good a man appears to be, if he does not shun
the love of self as a sin against the Lord, this love of self
breaks forth in the spiritual world as manifest "contempt of oth-
ers in comparison with himself, then the abuse and derision of them,
afterwards enmity if they do not favor, and finally the delight of
revenge, thus the delight of violence, nay of cruelty."

Such a spirit hides under the pretence of righteous indigna-
tion, of protecting the order of scciety, even of protecting the
Church. The evils of others are violently condemned by those who
have not removed the root of ail evils in themselves.

Because we can see the evils of others, particularly if we
know certain truths, we think ourselves better than others. To
be able to see the nature of evils in others does not mean that
we are not in evil. The Protestants see the evils of the Catholic
Church, and the Catholics see the evils of Protestantism. What
they cannot see is their own evils. From the truths of the Word
we can see the evils of the Protestant and Catholic Churh, and from
the Uoctrine of the Church we can see evils in other bodies of the
New Church, but the great question is do we see our own evils and
are we willing to perform grievious repentance on account of them?
Are we willing to become truly humble, a humility due to self ex-
animation followed by a shunning of evil, which has in it the ac-
Imowledgment that of our own power, we could not shun a single evil,
but that all shunning evils, as of ourselves, is from the Lord's
Power and mercy, and is solely from His Presence, and that from our-
selves we would rush into the worst of hells,
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While the love of self, we are in from heredity, is the in-
most origin of all evils, and as diametrically opposed to love
into the Lord; still as to its origin the love of self is a cel-

estial love.

One who had no desire to. be loved, humored, and respected,
would be inhuman, yea, scarcely animal, such a one would be a
useless person. A man must also have self respect, a person with-
out any self respect, loses the respect of others, and becomes
a worthless member of society. :

The love of self is properly the feet of man, without which
he cannot walk. Thus we can see that there is a love of self for
the sake of the Lord and the neighbor, and a love of self for the
sake of self only. A man in the first of these loves is a man
standing on his feet a man in the second of these loves is a man
standing upside dovmn. When a man is upside down he sees every-
thing upside down.

The man who is upside down sees the infernal love of self in
which he is as necessary self respect, the mockery of the neigh-
bor as innocent humor, the enmity towards others who do not favor
him, as an aversion towards the evils and falsities of others, the
delight of revenge he sees as just retribution and punishment,
the delight of violénce and cruelty as necessary self defense.
While on the other hand if he looks to his neighbor who is stand-
ing on his feet, he sees his neighbors self respect as a contempt
of others, his self defense he sees as an abuse of others, his
aversion towards the evil and false as enmity, and his self de-
fense as violence and cruelty.,

Now every man who has not shunned evils both internal and ex-
ternal as sins against God, is upside down, and therefore regards
himself and his neighbor as described above. If however a man
will meditate and reflect on the Word and the truths thence, he
can have his eyes opened so that he can see what is upside down
and what is right side up. At first this is only seen occaision-
ally, and, for a considerable time, is as it were a reversable
optical illusion; - in one state what appears right side up in
the next state appears upside down, and in the one state he sees
all things inversely to what he sees them in an opposite state.
When passing through such trying alterations of state he must
cling to the belief in the truths of the Word, and from his mem-
ory of his seeing things right side up must believe in the truth
even when to the appearances of the external mind the matter
looks entirely the reverse, If he will so cling to the truth of
the Word he will in time come to constantly see things as they
really are.

Every one who has not seen himself as upside down, seen and
perceived that he has viewed all things upside down, but has re-
garded himself as always standing on his feet, is continually with
his feet in the air and his head towards the ground,
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A man may be in true doctrinals from an evil love, in such
case his doctrinals are true in the external, but false in the
internal, Also a man may be in false doctrinals from a good love,
in this case the doctrinals are false in the external, but are
still acceptable, and such a one can be readily instructed in the
other life,

Those in true doctrinals from an evil love, more than others
hold others in contempt in comparison with themselves, deride and
abuse them, as the Jews of old held the gentiles in contempt,

The more truths 2 man knows the more interior is the evil in
which he is, if he does not shun the love of self and the love of
the world,

May the Church by shunning evils as sins azainst the Lord,
come into a genuine charity towards the neighbor, May it be
willing to give up its own life, in order that the Lord may dwell

in us and we in the Lord, that our own human having died we may
be in a new human from the Lord.

Closing Prayer:
0 Lord, we pray that the old life may die in us,é%me us
the power to take up the cross and follow Thee, that having lost

our life we may receive Thy Life. O Lor%)be with us continually,

AMEN



